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Beware of Deviation in Basic Islamic Beliefs 

“This [Quran] is something more than pieces of paper and ink. As we 
mentioned in the previous program, a person could change this, right 
here by just putting ink in there and changing it around, or rip a page 
out - I hope they don’t do that, that’s not nice. But it really doesn’t 
change the Quran. It changes this book. It changes this mus-haf, yes, 
but you can’t change the Quran, why? Because, first of all, Allah tells 
us that the Quran is actually with Him, “fee lowhin mahfooth,” which 
means: it’s with Allah in Paradise, and nobody can touch it... 

...The Quran is not a piece of paper. It’s not something that’s written 
down. It is something that is memorized and recited - it means “the 
recitation”... 

...We make the comparison that the Quran written on paper is similar 
to the money that we pass around every day... we consider it (the 
writing in the mus-haf) to represent something very valuable in 
another place...” 


- Yusuf Estes 


“Whoever claims that a Quran on earth 
or in the heavens is not the same 
Quran we recite with our tongues and 
write in our mus-hafs... Such a person 
is a disbeliever in Allah, subject to 
capital punishment. He is free from 
Allah, and Allah is free from him.” 

- Imam At-Tabaree 

“And those who claim that this Quran 
is only a narration of the Quran which 
is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth have lied... It 
should be said to someone who says 
this: The Quran declares you a liar and 
rejects your statements, and the 
Sunnah declares you a liar and rejects 
your statements.” 

- Imam Al-Aajurree 

“Anyone who says that the Quran is 
(only) the one in the heavens 
has opposed Allah and His Messenger, 
rejected miracles of His Prophet, and 
opposed the Salaf - the Companions, 
the Taabi'oon, and the scholars of the 
Religion who came after them.” 

- Imam al-Laalakaa’ee 

“Whoever says that what is written in 
the mus-hafs is a representation of 
Allah's Speech, or a narration of 
Allah's Speech, and that it is not 
actually the Speech of Allah, has 
surely opposed the Book, the Sunnah, 
and the Salaf of this nation, and that is 
sufficient as misguidance.” 

- Imam Ibn Abil-‘lzz al-Hanafee 
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Preface to the Updated Version (2.0) 

Identifying false beliefs, shunning them, and warning against them, and then replacing 
them with the correct beliefs from Allah’s Revelation, was the job of the Messengers of 
Allah, and it continues to be the work of all those who strive to follow in their path. 

The most dangerous beliefs Muslims are required to know about and avoid are those 
that could nullify our faith in totality and take us out of the fold of Islam entirely. 

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: 

csJUl Je JjJ csiSl AJji-jj Jib tjloT IjiiT jjJUl l$jj U f 

jJLs dllb jiSo JjJl 

“O you who believe! Believe (truly) in Allah, His Messenger, the Book He has sent 
down to His Messenger, and the Book He sent down previously, and whoever 
disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day 

have indeed gone far astray.” 

^ (J* J-&J JiSsj 

“And whoever rejects faith, his actions are void (without any possible reward), 
and he shall be from the (true) losers in the Hereafter.” 

y dLp JA jdiJ' J\j ddl lilj 

“And verily it has been revealed to you and those who came before you: 

If you commit shirk (polytheism) your deeds will be in vain 
and you shall surely be of the (true) losers.” 1 

This document identifies a number of dangerous beliefs of this calibre of importance, 
from those which could nullify a person’s Islam and make him a disbeliever. 

To add to the urgency of the matter, these dangerous mistakes have been taught by a 
famous preacher, Yusuf Estes. He has a very wide audience and his teachings continue 
to reach millions of Muslims worldwide. This document was published in August of 2012 
to address a number of his most dangerous teachings that contradict the pure teachings 
of Islam, in an effort to raise awareness among the Muslims. 

Since its publication, Allah has guided many people through it, and to Him alone is the 
praise. As a brief preface to this updated version, I would like to take a moment to 
summarize the changes we have made to the original first edition: 

□ Some of the lectures on YouTube were removed, so the links needed updated. 


1 The three Quranic Verses quoted are, in order: 4:136, 5:5, and 39:65. 
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□ Some quotes from the Salaf have been added. 

□ More quotes from the deviant teachings of Yusuf Estes have been added, like his 
promotion of the Shiite religion, his claim that George Bush invaded Afghanistan 
as a kind of Quranic Jihad, and others. 

□ Responses to some dishonest claims have been added (Appendix IV). 

□ Minor errors in syntax and spelling have been corrected. 

These changes come as a result of a cooperative effort among students of knowledge 
and readers of the original clarification. 

It is important to note that since the publication of the first version of this e-book, a 
website has been launched to help this important information reach a wider audience. 
This website features articles based on this clarification, other e-books, as well as the 
latest news related to the issues discussed. 



http://www.YusufEstesQuran.com 

A second website was also launched in Arabic, to help our Arab brothers and sisters 
understand the reality of the teachings of Yusuf Estes: 




W ' 

s > M 1. 1 Wmlk 



http://www.YusufEstesArabic.com 

Much of our material is currently being translated into French, German, and Spanish. 
More information about these efforts will be available soon, in sha’ Allah. We ask Allah 
to accept these efforts as work done sincerely for His Pleasure! 

May Allah raise the rank of His Messenger and grant him peace. 

Moosaa Richardson 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Ever Merciful... 


All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds. May He raise the rank of His Prophet 
Muhammad and grant him peace... 


From the basic beliefs of Islam is a very simple concept that Sunni Muslims throughout 
all stages of Islamic history agreed upon and considered unchallengeable. Muslims 
believe in the Quran, that it is the Speech of Almighty Allah, be it recited orally, 
memorized by heart, or written in their mus-hafs. After reading this article, you should 
understand clearly how essential this belief is, and how dangerous it is to oppose it, in 
s ha’Allah. 


In what must be considered some of the most blameworthy examples of speaking about 
Allah without knowledge, Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) states clearly that what is 
written in the mus-haf \s not really the Quran. He believes the “real Quran” is only that 
which is recited and memorized. According to him, the writing in the mus-haf is a kind 
of "representation" of the Quran, but not the Quran itself, which is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth 
(the Preserved Tablet) with Allah in Paradise. He believes the Quran written in mus-hafs 
is comparable to paper money - worthless as paper itself, yet it represents something 
valuable stored in another place. He further likens the written Quran to the sheet music 
of Christian hymns. 


Here are the exact words of Yusuf Estes: 


...This (referring to the Quran) is something more than pieces of paper and 
ink. As we mentioned in the previous program, a person could change this, 
right here by just putting ink in there and changing it around, or rip a page out 
- I hope they don’t do that, that’s not nice. But it really doesn’t change the 
Quran. It changes this book. It changes this mus-haf, yes, but you can’t 
change the Quran, why? Because, first of all, Allah tells us that the Quran is 
actually with Him, “fee lowhin mahfooth” (in the Preserved Tablet), which 
means: it’s with Allah in Paradise, and nobody can touch it, none can touch 
this except the Angels of Allah, nobody can even approach it... 2 


Later, in the same short Huda TV program, Yusuf Estes says: 


...The Quran is not a piece of paper. It’s not something that’s written down. It 
is something that is memorized and recited - it means “the recitation. ” 


2 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2 of 2, at precisely 1:45 to 2:27, produced by Huda TV, from the series called 
“Beauties of Islam.” On YouTube: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=oBD3fBk14xU&t=1m45s (uploaded on May 
26,2011). 
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Now, I want you to take a dollar bill or a denomination of the money you have 
wherever you are, take it and look at it. Look at that dollar bill. Now take a 10 
dollar bill, or a 20 dollar bill, and look at them. They are both pieces of paper. 
They both have ink on them. But even though they could be the same size 
and weigh the same amount on a scale, one, we say, is worth many times 
more than the other. Why? Because of what it says on it. Actually, the paper 
isn’t worth anything, is it? The paper’s not, but what it represents. And what 
the money represents is gold, or silver, or something precious that’s put up in 
storage somewhere else, and you don’t touch that - That’s not something that 
you play with. In fact, if you wanted to go see the gold at Fort Knox in the 
United States, well, I’m sure you’d have to make a appointment and get some 
clearance for that! 


But in the meantime, you could have all the paper that you wanted, and pass it 
around to other people and they’ll exchange it as though it was the actual 
gold, silver, diamonds, or whatever it is. 


So, in this same way, we make the comparison that the Quran written on 
paper is similar to the money that we pass around every day. It means it has a 
value in and of itself, because we respect it, we take care of it, and we don’t 
deface currency, because if we did, we would get in trouble with the police. 
They would say, “Oh, you can’t mark on those dollar bills, you can’t change 
‘em around, ” It’s just a piece of paper, but still you don’t do that. 


In the same way, we, as Muslims, are honoring this Quran, because we 
consider it to represent something very valuable in another place, which is 
what? Which is the recitation that’s behind this, the recitation of Allah... 3 


In another episode of the same series on Huda TV, Yusuf Estes states: 


...As a matter of fact, as we discussed in other programs, “Quran” is not really 
meaning a book, in the sense that it’s this book here [pointing to a mus-haf], 
but rather the book that’s with Allah, and when it’s recited it’s considered 
“Quran”- that which is being recited... 4 


In another series called “Lifting the Fog” on Huda TV, Yusuf Estes states: 


...The Quran is not a physical book that you hold in your hand, it’s a 
recitation. The Quran can be in written form, and then you’ll have something 
that you can look at and use, but in this concept, it would be similar to your 


3 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2 of 2, produced by Huda TV (2008), from the series called, “Beauties of Islam.” 
On YouTube: htfp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBD3fBk14xU&t=8m05s at precisely 8:05 to 10:13 (uploaded on 
May 26, 2011). 

4 “Preservation of Islamic Resources,” part 1 of 4, produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Beauties 
of Islam.” On YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pgv R7AVi4&t=6m35s at precisely 6:35 to 6:50 
(uploaded on July 16, 2009). 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.7 










Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


money. When you have a dollar bill, it doesn’t really have a wealth, it 
represents the wealth that’s somewhere else. Let me give you an example. 

A one pound note, and a five pound note, and a ten pound note, or a one 
dollar bill, a five dollar bill, and a ten dollar bill. They’re not really money, they 
represent gold or silver, or some type of wealth that’s somewhere else. In the 
same way, the Quran, when we see something written down and we say, “This 
is the Quran,” we have to understand that that itself is not Quran, it represents 
the Quran. The Quran is in the book which is with Allah... 5 


Later in the same episode he says: 


...Let us now look to the word “Quran” one more time, and realize that it is 
recitation. Allah promises to preserve the Quran, or recitation, until the Last 
Day. What does that mean? That means we should be able to hear it, not 
necessarily read it or look at it as a book, but to be able to hear it... 6 


Later once more, in the same episode, he says: 


...Baqarah is the first real chapter after the seven-verse prayer. It’s labeled 
number two, but it’s understood to be the actual meat of the Quran, where it 
comes in. Now here it says, “Thalik al-kitaabu laa rayba feehe,” I want to 
mention something, this is a small point, but it’s something worth noting - 
that the word here “thalik” does not mean “this”, it means “that”. If you say 
“this” you say “hatha”, when you say “thalik” you mean “that”. So 
technically, there’s already a mistranslation when we say, “This is the book 
wherein there is no doubt, thalik al-kitaabu laa raybe feehe”. Actually, it 
means the book which is with Allah. There is no doubt in the book that is with 
Allah... 7 


...So if we understand this, it becomes easier for us to realize that the Quran, 
the Speech of Allah, the recitation, is with us presently, not in a written format, 
as much as it is in the hearts and the memories of the people today... 8 


In another program from the same series, Yusuf Estes says: 


...Listen to this: Another amazing thing about the Quran is the recitation itself, 
because “Quran” doesn’t mean “book”. In some of our other programs we 


5 “The Bible and the Quran,” produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Lifting the Fog.” On YouTube: 
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=1 HKrVpxLFP4&t=3m15s at precisely 3:15 (uploaded on August 14, 2009). 

6 “The Bible and the Quran,” produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Lifting the Fog.” On YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1 HKrVpxLFP4&t=7m30s at precisely 7:30 (uploaded on August 14, 2009). 

7 “The Bible and the Quran,” produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Lifting the Fog.” On YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1 HKrVpxLFP4&t=14m18s at precisely 14:18 (uploaded on August 14, 2009). 

8 “The Bible and the Quran,” produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Lifting the Fog.” On YouTube: 
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=1 HKrVpxLFP4&t=23m52s at precisely 23:52 (uploaded on August 14, 2009). 
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discussed this in more detail. “Quran” actually means “that which is being 
recited - Qa-ra-ah.” And when someone is being ordered to recite, the 
statement in Arabic is “iqra”. And one who recites is called a “qaari”. 
“Quran”- the recitation... 9 


In another program on the “Islam-One” Channel, Yusuf Estes states: 


The word “Quran” in Arabic does not mean a book. The word for book in 
Arabic is kitab. Although we refer to the kitab of Allah, meaning the Book of 
Allah. When we speak of “Quran” it actually means that which is being 
recited. You can not hold Quran in your hand because you can not hold a 
recitation. This is in your throat, or in your heart, or in your mind. You can 
hold the book that represents it, but in Arabic that’s called fus-haf, or the mus- 
haf. This is the scripture of Islam. 10 


In another program on yet another channel, Sharelslam’s host, Mutahhir Sabree, asks 
Yusuf Estes about the source of the Quran, and so he replies: 

Well, the source of the Quran is Allah Himself, this is, the Quran of Islam is 
meaning the Speech of Allah, as in, Allah subhanahu wata’ala, God Almighty, 
He’s the One whose speaking, and it’s His Speech, and it’s His Recitation, 
that’s the source - it’s Allah Himself. And it’s not like a book, we don’t think 
of Quran like a book, we think of it as what’s being spoken ... * 11 


During the same program, Yusuf Estes is then asked how many versions of the Quran 
exist, to which he replies: 


Versions?! There’s no versions of Quran, there’s the original Quran and that’s 
it. It is only the recitation, if it’s exactly as they way it was recited by Allah to 
the Angel Gabriel, and then the Angel Gabriel recited to Muhammad sallallahu 
alayhe wa sa//am... 12 


In a short 20-minute program on yet another channel designed to introduce Islam to non- 
Muslims, Yusuf Estes says: 


9 “Misrepresentation and Lies about the Quran,” produced by Huda TV (2008) from the series called, “Lifting the 
Fog.” On YouTube: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=E6Rw06RQ7V4&t=11 m55s at precisely 11:55 (uploaded 
on July 17, 2009). 

10 “Miracles of Muhammad” produced by Islam-1 .net (2006). On YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzYaiC44dhA&t=3m32s at precisely 3:32 (uploaded on March 1,2012). 

11 “Unique Quran,” (part 1 of 3) produced by Sharelslam, of which Yusuf Estes is the founder and producer. On 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdZ2K-wvEwc&t=1 m36s at precisely 1:36 (uploaded on Nov. 12, 
2008). 

12 “Unique Quran,” (part 1 of 3) produced by Sharelslam, of which Yusuf Estes is the founder and producer. On 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdZ2K-wvEwc&t=3m 12s at precisely 3:12 (uploaded on Nov. 12, 
2008). 
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...And what does “Quran” exactly mean, in simple English? Well, it doesn’t 
mean “book”. The word “Bible” literally means “book, biblios”, from Greek. 
But the word “Quran” is Arabic, and it means recitation, that which is being 
recited. And that is how the Quran comes to us today... 3 


At another event, as broadcast on yet another channel, Dawa TV, Yusuf Estes was 
asked, “How do you know for sure that the Quran is the Word of Allah directly?” He 
replied: 


First of all, the Quran, in this form, in my hand, this is mus-haf, from the word 
“scripture” - suhuf. But when its recited, like Shaykh Sudais, when he 
recited, that’s real Quran. So don’t worry about what’s written on the paper. 
Although we treasure it very much, we honor it and give it a special place, no 
doubt. But what’s in the heart and in the minds of the people who recite, this 
is how it is preserved ... 14 


In an interview on a Catholic TV program, Yusuf Estes was asked to explain what the 
Quran is for the non-Muslim Catholics who don’t know anything about it. He replied: 


Well, when you hold it like that and say “Quran”, its not really a oxymoron, but 
it doesn’t make sense, I’m gonna tell you why. Because what you have in 
your hand is a kitab, that’s a book, OK? It’s not Quran. You can’t hold Quran 
in your hand. Why? “Quran” means that which is being recited. So, its like 
holding up a hymnal, and saying, “This is music.” No its not! It represents 
music when you put it down and start playing it. But as long as you hold it in 
your hand its just a book of paper. As soon as you start singing the songs, it 
becomes music. But, when I was in the music business, we’d say, ‘Where’s 
your sheet music? It’s over there.” It’s not really sheet music, a sheet of 
music? That’s funny! It... see... you catch that? They used it so long, 
nobody could ever separate the word “sheet” and “music” and say anything 
other than, “Yea, it’s this.” 


But in fact, it’s the same problem we have when people say, “This is Quran, ” 
and its not. Because Quran says in it that Allah will preserve it and nobody 
can even touch it! It says right in it - Nobody can even touch it, except the 
pure, which are the angels. You just touched it, and I just touched it, I’m no 
angel. So how did that happen? Well, because this is not really the Quran 
itself, it represents something that’s with Allah, it’s His Speech. “Quran” 
means God’s Recitation. He recited it, the angel Gabriel heard it, and then he 


13 “What’s Islam” (part 1 of 2) as found on one of Yusuf Estes’ many websites, http://www.whatsislam.com . at 
precisely 11:25 to 11:45. 

14 “Quran Word of Allah by Sheikh Yusuf Estes” on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSM1 VcuWxOI 
(video removed from YouTube), uploaded on Nov. 24, 2011, originally produced by Dawa TV. 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.10 









Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


passed it to the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, just as He did with 
Moses, and Abraham, and Jesus, peace be upon all of them ... 5 


In a visit to Australia, Yusuf Estes addressed a broad audience including a Christian 
debater with the following words: 


The word “Quran” does not mean book. For Arabic, they have a beautiful 
word for book - kitab. The book, the holy book, is called “kitab al-maqdis” - 
this is the holy book, that’s the Bible. But when we refer to the Quran, when 
somebody writes down what Quran means on paper, it’s actually called “mus- 
haf” from the root “suhuf” which means scripture. You can’t hold Quran in 
your hand, cause it means recitation. It means that which is being recited. Of 
course when we write down the sounds, we say, “This is Quran,” but what we 
mean is: What’s written here represents the Quran, and I think I can explain 
that another way. 


When you have a dollar bill, I don’t think you have any dollar bills in Australia, 
anymore do you? OK. Let’s play high roller - when you have a hundred 
dollar bill, I feel better now (chuckling), when you have a hundred dollar bill, do 
you really have a hundred dollars in your hand? No, you have a piece of 
paper. But it represents some wealth that’s hopefully stored somewhere, 
right? So, like the dollar is the representation of wealth somewhere, likewise 
when you write down Quran it represents the sound, but until you hear the 
sound is it Quran... 


...The Quran today exists just as it did at the time of Muhammad salay-sallam. 
And when I say that, I’m not saying “a piece of paper, ” don’t think that I said it 
was a piece of paper. Although there are some very old kitabs, or books, 
kutub... 


...But those are not Quran, those are books which have been written down in, 
what represents Quran, just like what I have over there on the desk (points to a 
mus-haf). But what makes it Quran is when it is heard, memorized, recited, 
and passed down to the next generation, or the next group... 6 


And on a radio program called “Today Islam”, Yusuf Estes said: 


When you hold it (the mus-haf) in your hand and it’s a book, it’s not Quran, it’s 
called what? Kitab! KitabAllah, the book in your hand, this is representing 
the Quran, but it is not the Quran. We must give great respect to it, and honor 
to it, we mustn’t, you know, let people step on it, things like this, absolutely - 


15 “Forum for a Better Understanding” (TV program), hosted by Jim Grant, 165 th weekly edition, re-titled “A 
Catholic TV Interview with Sheikh Yusuf Estes Talking about the Quran” (part 1) on Youtube: 
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=HQpu1 FAnbWA&t=10m35s (at precisely 10:40), uploaded on Dec. 18, 2010. 

16 “Muslim / Christian Dialogue - the Ultimate Truth” (part 2 of 3), originally on the 1-Islam channel, on Youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFrKQ4NNsVq&t=23m50s (at precisely 23:50), uploaded on Feb. 8, 2012. 
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we know that. But at the same time, this is not the Quran, because if it were 
the Quran, well, this is an amazing statement here, because a person could 
take that, and I’ve seen it happen in prisons for instance, when a non-Muslim 
guard will come along and he’ll take their Qurans and he’ll rip them up, or he’ll 
do something bad to it, or he’ll change it, or he can, one of them put, uh you 
know pig oil, what they call lard, and he put it in there, just to insult the 
Muslim. He did that! Now, can somebody do that to the Quran? It’s 
impossible! Allah’s protecting the Quran, and if you say the Quran can’t be 
changed, but you’re watching this man change it right there, man you would 
be confused if you didn’t understand this basic point - Quran is not this thing 
in your hand. This represents it. 

Now I’m going to give you an example just so you understand, cause we got 
some youths here that may not catch what I’m talking about. Anybody know 
what a dollar bill is? Yes! You know what a dollar is, don’t you?! Is it 
money? It’s money, isn’t it? But, what’s a hundred dollar bill? It’s more 
money, isn’t it? A lot more money! But it’s on the same size piece of paper, 
isn’t it? Same amount of ink, isn’t it? Why is one worth more than the other? 
How could it be? How could it be, is there more gold in it or something? No! 
So that’s not really, really the money. What it is - it represents money. Do 
you understand that now? It means that you can get so much gold for that, 
or so much silver for it, okay? In theory, you can’t really, but you’re supposed 
to. 


But what I’m saying is that this dollar represents money, but it’s really just a 
piece of paper! So the Quran represents the Quran, but it’s not the actual 
Quran itself. That’s why it’s possible to print it and make mistakes in it 
because it is not the actual Quran. Just like if you’re printing money, they 
could make a mistake and put the head upside down or something - and it 
happens! 


So, that’s how we understand the Quran is something that’s a miracle, it’s 
from Allah, it’s very special to the Muslims, and it’s not like their Bible! They 
don’t have anything that comes close to it. Let’s finish it up with this: The 
Quran is Quran when it’s being recited. So you can hear the Quran, but you 
can’t really look at it. Meaning, no I’m not talking about the book, of course! 
But you can’t see the one that was revealed to Muhammad sawsallam, but you 
can hear it, from Muslims ... 7 


17 “What is Quran?” by Yusuf Estes, at exactly 22:56 to 26:05, available directly from one of his websites: 
http://www.allahsguran.com/qoodies/audio.php , originally a radio broadcast called “Today Islam”. 
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The following is a screenshot from one of Yusuf Estes’ 3,000 websites: 18 


"Didn'tMuhammad make up and write the Quran himself?" 

No. Muhammad, peace be upon him, did not write the Quran. He was 
not able to do so, because he was illiterate. He could neither read nor 
write and there are many who attested to this fact. 

"So, if Muhammad did not write the Quran, then WHO DID?" 

No person "wrote" the Quran. It would be illogical that anyone did 

WRITE Quran, because the word "Quran" _ actually means the 

"Recitation” (spoken words). 

How do you "write sounds" recited words? - You actually only write 
what you hear. People can only wrote down what they have heard from 
the "Quran” (Recital) that Muhammad, peace be upon him, recited. 

Therefore, the question is out of order due to the mistake in meanings. 
It would be correct to ask it this way... 

— "OK - Who first recited the Quran?” 

Now this question makes sense. 


Here is another screenshot from another one of Yusuf Estes’ 3,000 websites: 19 


THE QURAN 

fY usuf Estes] 

Quran Means "Recitation " 

The word "Quran" means "that which is recited: or that which is dictated in memory' form." As 
such, it is not a book, nor is it something that reaches us only in written form. The 
documentation in writting about the Quran has been preserved in museums thoughout the 
world, including the Topekopi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey, the museum in Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
and also in England. Keep in mind also, the Quran is only considered "Quran" while it is in the 
recitation form, not in the written or the book form. The word for what is written and held in the 
hand to be read by the eye is called "mus-haf (meaning script or that which is written down). 


18 From a website called the “Islam News Room,” screenshot taken August 22, 2012. 

19 From a website called the “Islam Tomorrow,” screenshot taken August 22, 2012. 
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And yet another: 20 


Q Tafsir.com - Part of Yusuf Estes Guide US TV Project 



Brief Introduction to "Quran Tafsir" What it is and Why We Need it We start with the word "Quran” 


688 


The word "Quran" in Arabic means "Recitation" (not written word). Too many people today are telling us what the Quran of Allah 
is and what it means. 

All too often we are hearing from both Muslims and Non-Muslims; The Quran says this-or-that and the Quran means so-and-so' 
without giving reference to their actual source for meaning and understanding 

Many misconceptions, misquotes, misunderstandings and misrepresentations are tossed around in the media, news and public 
discussions about Islam and what it teaches. 

The solution is to go back to the original source in the original language as understood by the people who first heard the Quran 
from the lips of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, along with his own definitions and explanations 

The good news is the Quran exists today in its entirety, exactly as it at the time of the prophet peace be upon him 

The prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. heard the words directly from the Angel Gabriel (Jibril in Arabic) and these words 
were memorized by Muhammad, peace be upon him, and then recited to his companions, who then memorized and passed on 
these same words to theirfollowers and this has continued to this very day. 

The first word Angel Gabriel spoke to Muhammad, peace be upon him, was "Iqra", which comes from the same root for Quran, 
and it was a command to "Recite!" (Many people, even Muslims today think this word meant'read", but it is incorrect because the 
prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, was not able to read or write). Immediately we seethe importance of going back to the 
most authentic and original source - the Quran in Arabic - to better understand the meanings. 


These false beliefs, freely propagated by Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) on the 
many TV channels and websites that promote him are clear violations of basic Muslim 
beliefs from the Quran and Sunnah, as understood unanimously by the righteous early 
Muslim scholars. 21 One of these mistakes, that what is in the mus-haf is not really the 
Quran, is so grave and so serious that the scholars of Islam consider it something that 
takes a person outside of Islam, as is proven in this article with the forthcoming direct 
quotes from the early imams of Islam. 

IMPORTANT: While we are not declaring Yusuf Estes to be outside of Islam, as we 
hope Allah would excuse him because of his ignorance, we do need to understand the 
weight of these mistakes and the correct stance regarding them. 


20 From a website called “Q-Tafseer,” screenshot taken August 22, 2012. 

21 The forthcoming body of material is sufficient to establish binding scholarly consensus. For an explicit citation 
of consensus, see: al-'Awaasim wal-Qawaasim (7/23). 
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The Basic Muslim Belief that the Quran is Written in Mus-hafs 

Let us examine what the correct Islamic belief about this issue is from the Quran and 
Sunnah, as understood by the Companions and righteous early scholars of Islam. 


Allah has referred to the Quran as a Book, which by definition is something written, in 
many Quranic passages. One example would be: 


. Ji o ^ ^ * \ 

<f| jjJiwLa Jjj ^3 olsSijj h> 

( By the Mountain, and by a written Book (the Quran) 
written in pages of a book spread out) 22 


The great scholar of Tafseer (Quranic Exegesis) from the second generation of Muslims, 
Mujaahid ibn Jabr said: 


LS? 4 ^3 C5? 7 

( Fee Raq-qin Manshoor ) means: in pages. 23 


The earliest Quran scholars of the Companions and their students and others said it 
means: a written book. 24 


The Prophet (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) said: 



(( Do not travel with the Quran, since I can not guarantee 
that the enemies would not get a hold of it. )) 25 


Quite obviously, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) 
was not referring to the Quran memorized in their hearts or the Quran in al-Lowh al- 
Mahfooth (the Preserved Tablet)! He was referring to the mus-haf, the written Quran, 
and he explicitly called it “the Quran”. 


22 Soorah at-Toor (52:1 -3) and its meaning in English 

23 The great scholar, al-Bukhaaree (d.256), mentioned this report in his Saheeh (13/522 of Fat-hul-Baaree), in his 
chapter explaining the closing Verses of Soorah al-Burooj where Allah describes His Quran as being preserved in 
al-Lowh al-Mahfooth (the Preserved Tablet), showing that the correct understanding is to believe that the Quran 
is preserved in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth while it is also written down in the mus-hafs. His more explicit words on the 
topic will be mentioned shortly. 

24 See: Tafseer at-Tabaree (24/601), and ad-Durr al-Manthoor (7/550) of as-Suyootee. 

25 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh (#1869) 
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab, the second Caliph of the Muslims (may Allah be pleased with 
him), had no problem with this expression either, as it is narrated that he wrote to the 
governors in the various lands under his rule, following the best example, saying: 



“Do not travel with the Quran to enemy lands, since I fear 
that one of them might get a hold of it.” 26 


Aboo Bakr As-Siddeeq, the first Caliph, placed Zayd ibn Thaabit (may Allah be 
pleased with them both) in charge of compiling the scattered writings of the Quran into 
one mus-haf, as the era of Divine Revelation had just ended, and the Quran could not 
have been compiled into one book while it was still coming down. Zayd said about the 
gravity of this task: 


<0 QlS" U 


“I swear by Allah, had they placed me in charge of moving a mountain, 
it would not have been more heavy than the task he ordered me with 
of compiling the Quran (into one mus-haf )\” 27 


During that time and ever since, this event is referred to by the Muslim scholars as Jam’ 
al-Quran , or the compilation of the Quran (into one mus-haf} 28 


‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan, the third Caliph (may Allah be pleased with him), said: 



<j VsS'j£>\ i] _ _ 

“I do not like that a day and night pass except that I look at the Speech of Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic.” (meaning: reading the mus-haf ) 29 


‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib, the fourth Caliph (may Allah be pleased with him), said: 


26 Collected by Sa’eed ibn Mansoor in his Sunan (2/176 of Habeeb ar-Rahmaan al-A’thamee’s printing, Daaral- 
Kutub al-‘llmiyyah, 1388 ed.) 

27 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh, in the Chapter of Compiling the Quran (#4986) 

28 For example, Ibn Abee Shaybah (d.235) collected narrations about the event, entitling the section, “The First 
One to Gather the Quran (into One Mus-haf)". See his Musannaf (10/544). As mentioned previously, Al- 
Bukhaaree (d.256) entitled a chapter: Compiling the Quran (into One Mus-haf). An-Nasaa’ee (d.303) also has a 
chapter of the same name in his As-Sunan al-Kubraa, as does al-Bayhaqee, Al-Baghawee, and many others in 
their source books of hadeeth. 

29 See: Sharh ‘Aqeedat al-Haafith Abdil-Ghanee al-Maqdisee (p.204) of ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr. 
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jL) 5T j£&\ Jjs Jj' jA ijSo \j\ 

“May Allah have Mercy on Aboo Bakr, for he was the first one to gather 
the Quran between two book covers (i.e. in one mus-haf). 

Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood (may Allah be pleased with him), was reported to have said: 


£j4 O' oJLOjj OT J&\ 'Jja d\ 

“Verily, this Quran in front of you is about to be snatched away from you!’ 


His student asked, “How could it be snatched away from us while Allah has made it firm 
in our hearts and we have recorded it precisely in our mus-hafs?\ He replied: 


4 ['ji <Ua ^oL)' 


“It (the Quran) shall be taken up in one night, and everything in the hearts 
shall be snatched away, and everything in the mus-hafs shall go, 
and the people shall become needy from it (the event). Then he recited, 

( And if We wanted we could take away that which We revealed to you ).” 31 


‘Ikrimah ibn Abee Jahl, one of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with him), used 
to hold the mus-haf to his face, saying: 


3*5 P Jo ‘3*5 P Jo 

“The Book of My Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, 
the Speech of My Lord, the Mighty and Majestic! 


i 32 


Ibraaheem an-Nakha’ee (d.96), a great early scholar and student of the Companions 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 


30 Collected by Ahmad in Fadhaa’il as-Sahaabah (no.514, 1/433) and Al-Aajurree in Ash-Sharee’ah (no.1241- 
1242, 4/1782-1783). In his checking of Fadhaa’il as-Sahaabah, Wasee Allah ‘Abbaas said its chain is hasan. 

31 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in Khalq Af’aal al-‘Ebaad (no. 381), Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf (no.30697, 
10/534), ‘Abdur-Razzaaq in his Musannaf (no. 5980-5981), al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak (4/504), and others, with a 
weak chain due to a narrator, Shaddaad ibn Ma’qil, whose reliability as a narrator was not established. However, 
it has other chains that strengthen it, as discussed in detail in the footnotes of Sunan Sa’eed ibn Mansoor (2/335- 
342). This narration can be considered a hadeeth of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant 
him peace), since Ibn Mas’ood could not have learned it from any other source, nor would he speak about the 
affairs of the Unseen from his own opinion, and Allah knows best. 

The raising of the Quran from the earth has also been reported by Huthayfah, as found in Sunan Ibn Maajah 
(no.4049), and authenticated by Al-Albaanee in As-Silsilah as-Saheehah (no.87). 

32 Collected by Ad-Daarimee (no. 3393, 4/2109), al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak (3/243), and others, with a break in 
the chain, and thus considered mursal, as mentioned by ath-Thahabee in his notes on al-Mustadrak. 
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“It used to be said, ‘Stress the greatness of the Quran,’ 
meaning: Write it with large print in the mus-hafs.” 33 


Aboo Haneefah (d. 150), the first of the four widely-followed imams (may Allah have 
Mercy on him), said: 



"The Quran is written in the mus-hafs, 
memorized in the hearts, and recited on the tongues." 34 


Another of the great imams, Ash-Shaafi'ee (d.204), also held the position that: 



"What we recite from the Quran on our tongues, listen to with our ears, 
and write in our mus-hafs is all called the Speech of Allah." 35 


Is-haaq ibn Raahawayh (d.238), another one of the great early imams of the Muslims 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), was asked about school children using their saliva to 
erase the Quran from their boards. He detested that children do that, and requested that 
they use water instead. 36 

The point is that he was asked about the Quran written on boards, and he had no 
problem with this expression. 


Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d.246), the fourth of the widely-followed imams (may Allah have 
mercy on him), was reported to have said: 



Xj 

“You interact with the Quran in five ways: [1] memorizing it by heart, 
[2] reciting it on the tongue, [3] listening to it with the ear, 

[4] viewing it with the eye, and [5] writing it by hand.” 


33 Collected by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf (no.30730, 10/543) 

34 Al-Fiqh al-Akbar, as quoted in Sharh at-Tahaawiyyah (p.138), revised checking of Ahmad Shaakir, 1418. 

35 One of the foremost Shaafi'ee scholars, al-Bayhaqee (d.458), attributed this position to the imam in his book, 
al-'ltiqaad wal-Hidaayah ilaa Sabeel ar-Rashaad (p. 112 of the 1420 Daar al-Fadheelah printing). 

36 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/337, no. 2149 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 
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He went on to explain this patiently and methodically, saying: 


\ * 


cJjjlj'LA J-Jp <U C 

J-jP <Ua <dl ^J*)lj 


“A heart is something created, yet what is memorized by it (the Quran) 
is not created. A tongue is something created, yet what is recited 
with it (the Quran) is not created. An ear is something created, 
yet what is heard with it (the Quran) is not created. An eye is something 
created, yet what is viewed with it (the Quran) is not created.” 37 


Aside from entitling one of his chapters, “The Compilation of the Quran (into one Mus- 
haf), Al-Bukhaaree (d.256), the famous author of the authentic Hadeeth compilation 
(may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 




j-J ( J Ui OjlaJl pjiJ 


"As for the Quran that is recited, written in the mus-hafs, written down and 
recorded (therein), understood in the hearts, then it is the Speech of Allah the 

Most High, not something created." 38 


Ibn Jareer at-Tabaree (d.310), the great early scholar and author of the famous Tafseer 
(Quranic Explanation) - may Allah have Mercy on him - , said: 

c isf Jj>3 cp *-pj cCp _p — 3^3 — ^ 

tdjsSCs ^jJJl ^ 3' <«Wj ^3 

cJa?- (3jj ^ 3' oup ij* 3' 

UTjl Sf jf 4Jli> p J\£ pi cii QuJilb jf cJap P&l J> 
a%UAA ^ pJl. fijtes *ujsji j> jf ^ 


3 ' Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/344, no. 2167 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 
38 Khalq Af'aal al-'Ebaad, see also: Al-Asmaa' was-Sifaat of al-Bayhaqee (2/7 of the 1422 Sawaadee printing). 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.19 








Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


LjlJS 4 JLw»Jj 3^ ^ c j-S' 
4I0 c<0Jl 4 C^' 


"...The Speech of Allah, the Mighty and Honored, is not created, no matter how it 
is written, no matter how it is recited, no matter where it is recited, whether it is 
found in the heavens or on earth, wherever it is memorized, whether it is written in 
al-Lowh al-Mahfooth (Preserved Tablet) or drawn on the boards in children's 
classrooms, whether it is engraved on a stone, written on a paper, memorized by 
heart, or recited verbally. Whoever says otherwise, or claims that a Quran on earth 
or in the heavens is not the same Quran we recite with our tongues and write in 
our mus-hafs, or believes otherwise, whether he hides it or speaks openly with it 
as his Religion, such a person is a disbeliever in Allah, subject to capital 
punishment. He is free from Allah, and Allah is free from him..." ™ 


Muhammad ibn al-Husayn Al-Aajurree (d.360), an early scholar and author of one of 
the most important source books of Muslim creed (may Allah have Mercy on him), 
stated: 



“And those who claim that this Quran is only a narration 
of the Quran which is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth have lied.” 40 


He also stated: 


^ jAj fij (Ju OTjiJl 0) Jll ja 

idJUUJl ojjfc JJlil JUij ^ UJ 

.dJLIji Sjjj dJb-iio' <uiJ'3 cdJUji jTjijl 


“For someone to say: ‘This Quran that the people read, which is in the mus-hafs, 
is (only) a narration of what is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth’ is an evil statement, 
one that the scholars hate. It should be said to someone who says this: 

The Quran declares you a liar and rejects your statements, 
and the Sunnah declares you a liar and rejects your statements!” 41 


Al-Laalakaa'ee (d.418), another early scholar of Islamic Beliefs (may Allah have Mercy 
on him), defined the Quran in his widely recognized staple book of ‘Aqeedah as: 


39 Sareeh as-Sunnah (p.18), published by Daar al-Khulafaa', 1st ed., 1405, see also: Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis- 
Sunnah (1/206) 

40 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/534) 

41 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/535) 
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cJjjIi’fcA c)Tji jAj tcMJji ^P 5 jUp <blSs£>o j*JJ 

cUlivSA Jjj cAJli Oll^ J’? <uL^ jA Jj cOjjJaj Jj*?tA JIpJ 

22 

apU^sJIj <u£*Ji J-sJ cpjl?%A ^a£ja JUj? JilS"* j^3 iJa j_jp ,jAj 


"It is recited in the mihrabs (by the leaders of congregational prayer), written in 
the mus-hafs, and memorized in the chests of men. It is not a narration or a 
representation of the Quran. It is one Quran, not a created thing, not something 
invented and developed. Rather, it is one of Allah's Attributes, who continues to 
speak (with it). Whoever says otherwise is a stray disbelieving innovator who 
opposes the beliefs of the Sunnah and the Jama'ah ” 42 


Al-Laalakaa'ee also stated: 


dlj OlJ^JtA ijj dJjiojj 4)Jl JiLs ^ Ja cM Jli 


"Anyone who says that the Quran is (only) the one in the heavens 
has opposed Allah and His Messenger, rejected miracles of His Prophet, 
and opposed the Salaf - the Companions, the Taabi'oon, and the scholars 
of the Religion who came after them." 43 


Aboo ‘Uthmaan Ismaa’eel ibn ‘Abdir-Rahmaan as-Saaboonee (d.449), early author 
of the great book, ‘Aqeedat as-Salaf wa As-haab al-Hadeeth, said: 


42 Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah (2/364) 

43 Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah (2/367) 
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“And the people of Hadeeth all testify and believe that the Quran is the Speech 
of Allah, His Book, His Directive, His Inspiration, and His Revelation, not a 
created thing... It is something the chests memorize and the tongues recite, 
and it is written in the mus-hafs. No matter how it is interacted with, whether 
the recitation of a qaari’ (recitor), the spoken phrase of a speaker, the 
memorization of a haafith, wherever it is recited and wherever it is read, 
written in the mus-hafs of the people of Islam and on the (chalk)boards of their 
children, and elsewhere. All of that is the Speech of Allah, His Honor be extolled, 
and it is the exact Quran itself that we say is not created. Anyone who believes 
it to be created is a disbeliever in Allah, the Great.” 44 

‘Abdul-Ghanee ibn Abdil-Waahid al-Maqdisee (d.600), the author of ‘Umdat al- 
Ahkaam and other widely respected works (may Allah have Mercy on him), said: 



“And the Quran is the Speech of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, His Revelation 
that He sent down. What you hear from the recitor is the Speech of Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic. It is (also) what is memorized by heart, 
written in the mus-hafs, and viewed by the eyes.” 4 ° 

Ahmad ibn ‘Abdil-Haleem Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728), the great scholar of the Islamic 
sciences, in a discussion of a number of beliefs that the Salaf did not differ over, said: 


‘Aqeedat as-Salaf wa As-haab al-Hadeeth (pp. 17-18) 

45 See: Sharh Aqeedat al-Haafith Abdil-Ghanee al-Maqdisee (pp.199-203) of ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr, abridged. 
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“And that what is between the two covers of the mus-haf which was written by the 
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) is the Speech of Allah.” 46 


And he said: 


l _ jjuij kSs> 4 &I Jke _ Jr UTiji 
Cj'JJ U uIp ji-Uu 


“And the Quran that is between the two covers of the mus-haf is mutawaatir 
(relayed from a large group of people), as these written mus-hafs are something 
the Companions agreed upon, conveying them as Quran from the Prophet (may 
Allah raise his rank and grant him peace). They (the mus-hafs) have been 
mutawaatir since the time of the Companions. We know without a shadow of a 
doubt that they have not been changed.” 47 


Ibn Abil-’lzz al-Hanafee (d.792) - may Allah have Mercy on him - said: 


c4Jdl J cAW! J& «, is&\\ ^3 cM <Jl3 Joj 

ji 

cAa^M a1«J|j ca1\^" Jjl9 iAW! jky 


"Whoever says that what is written in the mus-hafs is a representation of Allah's 
Speech, or a narration of Allah's Speech, and that it is not actually the Speech of 
Allah, has surely opposed the Book, the Sunnah, and the Salaf of this nation, and 

that is sufficient as misguidance!" 48 


Other Dangerous Mistakes 

As quoted previously, Yusuf Estes manages to combine a number of major violations of 
the unanimously accepted Islamic beliefs in one short 14-minute video. In the same 
video, he also says that the Quran in the mus-haf is like paper money, and that the 
actual Quran is with Allah in Paradise. Furthermore, the only conclusion that can 
logically be drawn from all of this is that the Quran in the mus-hafs is created. Speaking 
about the same topic in other speeches and writings, he compares the Quran to the 
sheet music for Chistian hymns. He also says that Allah recited the Quran to Jibreel. 


46 Majmoo’ al-Fataawee (12/236) 

47 Majmoo'al-Fataawee (12/569) 

48 Sharh al-'Aqeedah at-Tahaawiyyah, (pp. 143-144), revised checking of Ahmad Shaakir, 1418 
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These issues, most of them considered disbelief by the scholars of Islam, all of them 
dangerous errors in basic Muslim beliefs, are discussed in brevity in what follows. 


The Quran in the Mus-haf is Like Paper Money, No Real Value 

Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) says: 

...We make the comparison that the Quran written on paper is similar to the 
money that we pass around every day... 49 


Any example or similitude contrived regarding the Quran being similar to something 
created is absolute falsehood. The Quran is the Speech of Allah, not something 
created. It is not similar to anything, as it is an Attribute of Allah. To claim that Allah, or 
any one of His Perfect Attributes or Actions are similar to something created is a deviant 
concept called tash-beeh, and it is a major violation of the basic Islamic belief system. 


This similitude is particularly disturbing, especially when he says: 

...Actually, the paper isn’t worth anything is it?... 50 


Allah, the One exonerated above all false claims, has said in the Glorious and Perfect 
Quran, which is unlike paper money or any other created thing, whether spoken, 
memorized, or written: 



( So do not put forth similitudes for Allah! 
Verily, Allah knows, and you know not!) 51 


And He says: 


( There is nothing like Him, while He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing ) 52 


The scholars of Islam consider a statement of tash-beeh to be from the most serious 
kinds of deviation - apostasy, as these clear Verses of the Book of Allah are being 
rejected! 


49 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2 of 2, as quoted previously 

50 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2 of 2, as quoted previously 

51 Soorah an-Nahl (16:74) and a translation of its meaning 

52 Soorah ash-Shooraa (42:11) and a translation of its meaning 
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Nu’aym ibn Hammaad, one of al-Bukhaaree’s teachers (may Allah have Mercy on both 
of them), said: 


S S O''''"” w ’ 

Ails ja 

“Whoever likens Allah to anything in His Creation has disbelieved.” 53 


And Is-haaq ibn Raahawayh (may Allah have Mercy on him) said: 



“Whoever describes Allah by likening His Attributes to the attributes of 
any of the Creation of Allah is a disbeliever in Allah, the Great.” 54 


Ibn Abil-‘lzz al-Hanafee (may Allah have mercy on him) said: 


i*3\i 4&I 5f aIDI JJbl JAJ) 


“Ahlus-Sunnah are united upon the fact that there is nothing like Allah, 
not regarding His Actual Presence, nor regarding His Attributes or Actions... 
Whoever likens the Attributes of the Creator to the attributes of the creation 
is a Mushab-bih (someone who makes tash-beeh), 
a blameworthy person of falsehood.” 55 


Quite simply - The Quran is the Perfect and Eternal Speech of Allah. Never could it be 
compared to created things, paper money, or anything else, Glorified be Allah! 


While it is absolutely forbidden to consider Allah’s Attributes similar to the best and most 
complete attributes of the best and most praiseworthy of His Creation, note the 
repugnant display of poor manners by Yusuf Estes as he strikes such a lowly similitude, 
saying that the Perfect Speech of Allah when written in the mus-haf\ s like paper money, 
which he describes as worthless paper! 


How could the Majestic and Perfect Quran, the Flawless and Miraculous Speech of 
Allah, be similar to money, a trial that so commonly leads people away from the 
remembrance of Allah?! Think about how truly dissimilar they are! 


53 Collected by al-Laalakaa’ee in Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (no. 936, 3/587). 

54 Collected by al-Laalakaa’ee in Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (no. 937, 3/588). 

55 Sharh al-‘Aqeedah at-Tahaawiyyah (pp.52-53 of the Ahmad Shaakir printing) 
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In this life, abundant love of the Quran is a praiseworthy sign of faith, while excessive 
love of money is a blameworthy trait of the heedless! Allah says: 


UUr JUJl OJ djls'bj ^ 

( And you devour inheritance completely, and you love money so excessively) 56 


In the Hereafter, when the Quran will intercede for those who lived by it and their levels 
in Paradise are determined by their worldly recital of it, the money the people were so 
deceived by will be of no avail: 


*^3 ^ 

( On the Day when no wealth or offspring shall avail [anyone], 
only those who come to Allah with a clean heart .) 57 


When the reality of money is like this - such a flawed thing in and of itself, something that 
needs constant purification through zakat payments and charity... This is what Yusuf 
Estes decides to liken to the Speech of Allah to?! 


* > 


( Glorified be Allah, He is highly exalted far above what they say.) 58 


The Quran in the Mus-haf is Like Sheet Music for Christian Hymns 

As quoted previously, Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) says: 


“Quran” means that which is being recited. So, its like holding up a hymnal 
(speaking to a Catholic audience), and saying, “This is music.” No its not! It 
represents music when you put it down and start playing it. But as long as 
you hold it in your hand its just a book of paper... But in fact, it’s the same 
problem we have when people say, “This is Quran,” and its not... 59 


This is another fruit of Yusuf’s opposition to the correct beliefs of the Sunni Muslims 
about the Book of Allah. Now the Perfect Speech of Allah is compared to an even more 
pathetic example - sheet music for Christian hymns. The Quran, the Book of towheed 


56 Soorah al-Fajr (89:19-20) and a translation of its meaning 

57 Soorah ash-Shu’araa’ (26:88-89) and a translation of its meaning 

58 Soorah al-lsraa’ (17:43) and atranslation of its meaning 

59 “Forum for a Better Understanding” (TV program), hosted by Jim Grant, 165 th weekly edition, re-titled “A 
Catholic TV Interview with Sheikh Yusuf Estes Talking about the Quran” (part 1) on Youtube: 
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=HQpu1 FAnbWA&t=10m58s (at precisely 11:00), uploaded on Dec. 18, 2010. 
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(Islamic Monotheism) and Guidance for all of mankind, is made to be similar to perverted 
songs of polytheism and the musical routines that accompany them, used in formal acts 
of congregational shirk (worship of other than Allah)!? 


What a horrible crime against Allah and His Book! The Muslims are cringing as they beg 
Allah to silence this man from spreading any more of this wretched filth. 


* > 


( Glorified be Allah, He is highly exalted far above what they say.) 60 


The Real Quran is with Allah in Paradise 

Yusuf Estes says: 

...You can’t change the Quran, why? Because, first of all, Allah tells us that 
the Quran is actually with Him, “fee lowhin mahfooth” (in the Preserved 
Tablet), which means: it’s with Allah in Paradise, and nobody can touch it, 
none can touch this except the Angels of Allah, nobody can even approach 
if... 61 

Firstly, the distinction made here between the Quran in the mus-haf and the “Real 
Quran” elsewhere is yet another serious violation of correct Islamic beliefs. 


Let us revisit the explicit words of the great early imam of Quranic Commentary, Ibn 
Jareer at-Tabaree, who said: 


%lJl fijiaj yjJUl OTj&l ^ J }'\ Jp]H\ J tfTji J\ I 
<\Lo cyt 


"...Whoever claims that a Quran on earth or in the heavens is not the same 
Quran we recite with our tongues and write in our mus-hafs..., 
such a person is a disbeliever in Allah, subject to capital punishment. 
He is free from Allah, and Allah is free from him..." 62 


Quite simply, to affirm that the Quran is written in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth does not require 
us to negate it being written in our mus-hafs. 


60 Soorah al-lsraa’ (17:43) and atranslation of its meaning 

61 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2 of 2, as quoted previously 

62 Sareeh as-Sunnah (p.18), abridged from the passage quoted previously 
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Secondly, Yusuf Estes has placed al-Lowh al-Mahfooth in Paradise. If Yusuf has some 
information from Allah and His Messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant him 
peace) proving this, then he is free to share it with us. Otherwise, he is required, like the 
rest of us, to remain silent about matters of the Unseen. This is especially important 
since this is his explanation of a Verse in Allah’s Book. 



( And do not follow after what you have no knowledge of! Verily, the hearing, 
sight, and chest, all of them will all be questioned about that.) 63 

Thirdly, his choice of wording suggests that Allah Himself is in Paradise, which needs 
clarified as well. Allah is the Creator of Paradise, and He does not dwell within His 
Creation. Rather, He is above His Creation in a manner that befits His Majesty. 


The Quran is the Recitation of Allah 

As quoted previously, Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) has referred to the Quran as 
the “recitation of Allah” that He recited to Jibreel. 

Ahlus-Sunnah affirm that Allah speaks with the Quran, in a manner that befits His 
Majesty. They also affirm that He revealed the Quran, through the Angel Jibreel, to the 
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace). However, to 
specify this with anything beyond what is in the texts of the Quran and the Sunnah, like 
saying that Allah “recited” the Quran to Jibreel, is yet another blameworthy act of 
speaking about Allah without knowledge. 

A firm reprimand for speaking about Allah without knowledge is forthcoming, from the 
outstanding words of the great scholar, Ibn al-Qayyim. 

Regarding the Statement of Allah: 



( And when We recite it, follow its recitation.) 64 


The scholars have said, based on the general context of the Verse, that the meaning is: 
When We order Jibreel to recite it to you, then repeat it after him carefully and precisely, 
without haste . 65 


63 Soorah al-lsraa’ (17:36) and its meaning in English 

64 Soorah al-Qiyaamah (75:18) and its meaning in English 

Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.28 








Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


In the known source books of Islamic creed, in the most detailed discussions of Allah’s 
Actions and Attributes, we have not found the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah affirming 
“recitation” ( qiraa’ah ) as one of Allah’s Actions. This does not mean that we reject it or 
negate it, but we are required to refrain from speaking about Allah except with what He 
has clearly taught us in His Book or through His Messenger (may Allah raise his rank 
and grant him peace). 


The Logical Conclusion: The Quran Must be Created 

Yusuf Estes is suffering from the same confusion that led some early offshoots of the 
Jahmiyyah 66 to deny that what we see in the mus-haf and hear from the recitor is the 
actual Quran. They assumed that since the pen, the ink, and the paper are all created 
things, and the person who writes is also created, as are his actions, then the product - 
the writing in a mus-haf -could not be the actual Quran, the Speech of Allah. 


Similarly, they felt that since the throat, teeth, tongue, and lips are all parts of a created 
being, and that the recitation is merely the manipulation of these devices to produce 
sounds, then the result could not be the actual Quran, the Speech of Allah. 

For these reasons, they invented the idea that the Quran we recite upon our lips and 
read from our mus-hafs must be a “representation” or “narration” of the Quran, and not 
the actual Quran itself. 


This is what the imams of the Salaf were referring to when they said, as the great imam 
and author of staple books of Islamic creed, al-Laalakaa’ee, said: 


J& 'la p J \£ jaj ... p gUP % jSl&o 


"It is not a “narration” or a “representation” of the Quran... 
Whoever says otherwise is a stray disbelieving innovator 
who opposes the beliefs of the Sunnah and the Jama'ah." 67 


The great early imam and scholar of Tafseer, al-Haafith Muhammad ibn ‘Alee al- 
Qassaab (d.360), spoke about those who believe that either the recitor or the scribe who 
writes the Quran in the mus-haf is conveying a “representation” of the Quran and not the 
actual Quran itself, saying: 


65 Refer to Tafseer Ibn Katheer (14/196), or its abridged version published by Daar as-Salaam (10/269), and the 
excellent book, Exemplary Principles, by Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (p.159 of the English translation, 2 nd edition, TROID 
Publications). 

66 For more information about the various stages of the Jahmiyyah’s beliefs, refer to the appendix at the end of 
this article. 

67 Sharh Usool I'tiqaad Ahlls-Sunnah (2/364), abridged from the previously quoted passage 
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cfilil lij <Ud \tgfll aJ jc laiDl] 

4JJI ^AS^AjJ <Jji Aa 3 AjIiL 

0 0 ^ } 

.. IJjsST jiiSjj cAaL^o JjAj 


“And whoever doubts about these issues [the actual wording of the Quran or its 
“representation ”], and considers the phrases to be his when he conveys it [in 
recitation or writing], and thus he believes his narration of it is a “representation” of 
it has gone back on his belief that it is the Speech of Allah and not a created thing, 
and he is on the same level as those who say [outright] that it is created, and he 
has disbelieved with clear disbelief...” 68 


It has been narrated that someone affected by this kind of confusion came to the great 
imam, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and asked for clarification. After silencing him, he guided him 
to the simple and clear understanding that the early Salaf were united upon: 






* * 


& * 


C ^ 

J-jP aJ] cj-*P Aj 

. ^Is- Ala Ajl jjJalgJij c 


“A heart is something created, yet what is memorized by it (the Quran) 
is not created. A tongue is something created, yet what is recited 
with it (the Quran) is not created. An ear is something created, 
yet what is heard with it (the Quran) is not created. An eye is something 
created, yet what is viewed with it (the Quran) is not created.” 69 


These unpolluted beliefs of the Muslims are so clear and easy to follow, while the 
philosophy and rhetoric of the deviants is so confusing and difficult to understand! Yusuf 
Estes needs to understand the reality of the path he is treading, that it will only lead him 
to one day saying, “Since the real Quran is only the recitation, then the written Quran in 
the mus-haf must be something created.” 70 


This is not a stretch by any means, as we can simply ask the question, “If what is written 
in the mus-haf is not the Quran, or not the “real Quran” ... then what is it?!” 


68 Nukat al-Qur’an ad-Daallatu ‘alal-Bayaan (4/452-453) 

69 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/344, no. 2167 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 

70 This is what Shaykh ‘Ubayd al-Jaabiree (may Allah preserve him) expressed that he fears for Yusuf Estes, 
after hearing his statements about the writing in the mus-haf not being the real Quran. The shaykh’s words are 
quoted later in this article. 
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Ibn Abil-'lzz al-Hanafee (d.792) stated: 


c4jdl j) c4jd! SjUf' ^3 cM <Jl3 

kiJJjj l4^S!i AiLs t<0J! A^liT" lg*d 


"Whoever says that what is written in the mus-hafs is a representation of Allah's 
Speech, or a narration of Allah's Speech, and that it is not actually the Speech of 
Allah, has surely opposed the Book, the Sunnah, and the Salaf of this nation, and 

that is sufficient as misguidance!" 71 


Clear Answers to the Arguments of Yusuf Estes 

We have shown how the beliefs of Yusuf Estes are in direct contradiction to the Book, 
the Sunnah, and the consensus of the imams of Ahlus-Sunnah. The textual and 
rhetorical arguments offered by Yusuf Estes to support these beliefs of apostasy he 
openly propagates can be summarized and their falsehood exposed in the following brief 
points: 


1. Allah says that the Quran is ONLY in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth (the Preserved 
Tablet) in the heavens. 


We affirm that the Quran is indeed in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, as Allah says clearly: 


y . v 

# £-Jj ^3 QIJi jA Jj 

( Nay, it is an honorable Quran, in a Preserved Tablet) 


72 


We also affirm that He has also sent it down to mankind, and what is found in the mus- 
hafs is considered Quran by clear scholarly consensus. As mentioned, the Messenger 
(may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) forbade the Companions from traveling 
to the enemy lands with the Quran. He obviously intended the written Quran, and he 
called it “Quran” explicitly. Anyone who uses the Verse in Soorah al-Burooj to restrict 
our understanding of the Quran to only what is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth has spoken on 
behalf of Allah with lies, directly opposed the clear speech of the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace), and opposed the consensus of Ahlus- 
Sunnah. Allah says: 


71 Sharh al-'Aqeedah at-Tahaawiyyah, (pp. 143-144), revised checking of Ahmad Shaakir, 1418 

72 Soorah al-Burooj (85:21 -22) and its meaning in English 
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( And whoever contradicts the Messenger after guidance has become clear to him, 
following a way other than the path of the believers, we shall turn him to what he 
has turned himself towards and put him in the Hellfire, what an evil abode!) 73 


As quoted previously, Imam al-Aajurree (d.360) said: 



“And those who claim that this Quran is only a narration 
of the Quran which is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth have lied.” 74 


He also stated: 


^ jAj sJjAj 5 Tyi)l \X& 0 ) Jl 3 j* 
iaJuUJI fidd JiUi! Jl&j ijiCj IvL^3 ^ UJ 

.dJUji Sjjj dJbdid' itliJlj cdJUji SJjj di^dSd julil 


“For someone to say: ‘This Quran that the people read, which is in the mus-hafs, 
is (only) a narration of what is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth’ is an evil statement, 
one that the scholars hate. It should be said to someone who says this: 

The Quran declares you a liar and rejects your statements, 
and the Sunnah declares you a liar and rejects your statements!” 75 


So to Yusuf Estes and his supporters who refuse to abandon his teachings of apostasy, 
we convey to you what the imams of the Salaf asked us to convey to you: The Quran 
and Sunnah declare you liars and reject your statements! 


2. Allah says that He has protected the Quran from anyone but the Angels 
touching it. Thus, since we can touch the mus-haf, it can not be the actual Quran. 


Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) is referring to the following Verses of the Quran: 


73 Soorah an-Nisaa’ {AA 15) and its meaning in English 

74 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/534) 

75 Ash-Sharee’ah (1/535) 
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(It is a Noble Quran, in a safely stored book, 
none touch it other than the purified (angels). ) 76 


This is indeed a reference to al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, and the Quran is indeed in al-Lowh 
al-Mahfooth, again - just not exclusively. The fact that Allah has protected al-Lowh al- 
Mahfooth from anyone but the pure Angels touching it is totally unrelated to the sending 
down of the Quran to the earth where it is recited orally, written in mus-hafs, and 
memorized by heart. 

While the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace), the 
Companions, and the imams of the Salat all believed that none other than the pure 
angels could approach al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, this did not lead them to the deviant 
conclusion of Yusuf Estes - that the writing in the mus-haf \s not Quran. Rather, all of 
them believed that the writing in the mus-haf was indeed Quran, and they refuted and 
made takfeer of those who said otherwise, declaring them outside of Islam. 

3. Allah says that He has protected His Book from error. Thus, since we can make 
errors when writing it in the mus-haf or printing it, the written words must not be 
the actual Quran. 

Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) is likely referring to the following Verses of the Quran: 



( Surely, We have sent down the Thikr (Quran), 
and indeed, We shall surely preserve it. ) 77 



( And (there can be) no altering (or substituting) of the Words of Allah ) 78 

Quite simply, we know that the Messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant him 
peace), his Companions, and the imams of the Salaf all understood this concept - that 
Allah will preserve His Message, yet none of them reached the deviant conclusions 
Yusuf Estes has (may Allah guide him). 

Furthermore, this argument is flawed and contradictory from a logical point of view as 
well. How could it be that since someone could add or remove something from the 
written mus-haf, that this means the mus-haf can not be the actual Quran, while the 


76 Soorah al-Waaqi’ah (56:77-79) and its meaning in English 

77 Soorah al-Hijr (15:9) and its meaning in English 

' 8 Soorah al-An’aam (6:34) and its meaning in English, and similar verses like 6:115, 10:64, 18:27. 
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same thing can be said about the recitation. Many people err in their recitation of the 
Quran all over the world. These individual mistakes, whether recited or written, are 
identified as errors and not used as replacements for what is in the Quran, thus the 
Quran remains preserved even while individuals may err. The recited Quran is the same 
as the written Quran in this regard. One could even safely say that errors occur much 
more often in the recitation of the Quran than in its printing! 

4. Allah refers to the Quran in the beginning of Soorah al-Baqarah as “THAT 
(thalik) is the book in which there is no doubt.” Since He used the word “THAT” 
and not “THIS” it must be referring to something far away, and not something 
close. Thus, what is in these mus-hafs we have here is not the Quran. 

Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) is referring to the Statement of Allah: 



( That is the Book in which there is no doubt) 79 


This is a beginner Arabic student’s own personal understanding of one Arabic word. 
Quite simply, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace), the 
Companions, and the imams of the Salaf all understood the Arabic meaning of the word 
“hatha" (this) and “thalik" (that), and none of them reached the deviant conclusion of 
Yusuf Estes, that the writing in the mus-haf is not Quran! 

Furthermore, the argument is severely flawed and self-contradictory from a logical point 
of view. Since Yusuf believes the Quran to be “with Allah in Paradise” (as quoted 
previously), and only in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, then why would Allah use the word for 
something far away to refer to something that is with Him (in Yusuf’s understanding)?! 

In reality, the scholars mention that Allah has referred to His Quran using the word 
“thalik" (that), since it is considered lofty and exalted in the hearts of the believers, not 
that the intention was to exclude the writing in the mus-haf from being considered Quran! 

Furthermore, when Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) says that Allah used the word 
“thalik" (that) instead of the word “hatha” {this), he fails to see beyond the one Verse he 
is looking at! Allah says in other Verses: 



( And to me this Quran has been revealed, 
so I can warn you, and those it reaches, through it.) 80 


79 Soorah al-Baqarah (2:2) and its meaning in English 

80 Soorah al-An’aam (6:19) and its meaning in English 
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4 diajji f 

( And this is a Book we have sent down, blessed ) 81 


4 jTyiJl \jj* Uj 4 

( And it was not that this Quran could have been invented 
from someone other than Allah ) 82 


( Verily, this Quran guides to what is more upright ) 83 


There are many other Verses that refer to the Quran using the word “ hatha”, and thus it 
should be crystal clear that this failed claim is totally unsupported by this linguistic point. 

5. The word “Quran” is from “qa-ra-ah” (reciting), and it means the recitation, so 
its only called the Quran when its being recited. The name “Quran” in Arabic 
does not apply to something written. 


Again, this is an ignorant non-Arab’s obsession with his own personal self-contradictory 
understanding of one Arabic word. And again - quite simply - Allah referred to His 
Speech as the Quran, and He also referred to it as a Book. The Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace) also referred to the writing of Allah’s 
Book as the Quran in the hadeeth mentioned previously, and the imams of Ahlus- 
Sunnah have all agreed that the Quran is what is recited orally, written in the mus-hafs, 
and memorized by heart, as explained previously in great detail. 


Once more, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah raise his rank and grant him peace), the 
Companions, and the imams of the Salaf all understood the Arabic meaning of the word 
“Quran”, and none of them concluded with the deviant conclusion of Yusuf Estes! 


To highlight one of the many ways this idea is self-contradictory, it should be known that 
Yusuf Estes believes that the Quran is actually in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, as established 
earlier. Since it is in written form there, it too must not be considered Quran, since you 
can only call it the Quran when it is being recited, according to this whimsical and poorly 
contrived line of reasoning. 


So to apply his understanding of the Quran, what is written in the mus-hafs is easily and 
explicitly negated, since the Quran is only Quran when it is recited. Furthermore, we can 
also negate what is in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth. Ignoring the obvious contradictions, we can 


81 Soorah al-An’aam (6:92 & 155) and its meaning in English 

82 Soorah Yoonus (10:2) and its meaning in English 

83 Soorah al-lsraa’ ( 17:9) and its meaning in English 
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mix in another principle, that the Quran is actually only found in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth, 
and thus we can negate what is recited on earth. It is through these mental gymnastics, 
that we can finally rid ourselves of the Quran once and for all, and truly embrace the 
amazing deductions of Yusuf Estes, that “the Quran represents the Quran, but it’s not 
the actual Quran itself.” 84 


We ask Allah to save us from being deceived by philosophical rhetoric that leads to 
rejecting His Book and His Religion. 


Which Way is Yusuf Estes Guiding People? 

Dr. ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr (may Allah preserve him) said: 


“If someone believes that this Quran present in the mus-hafs and recited on 
the tongues is (actually) the Speech of the Great Lord, and that He - Glorified 
is He - is the One who spoke with it, then no doubt he would have more 
concern for the Quran, more focus on it, and more understanding of its 
sanctity and status... 


...On the other hand, if a person believed that it is not the Speech of Allah, 
that it is merely one of the things that Allah created, like the rest of the 
creation, then no doubt, this belief would place a weakness of understanding 
the Quran in his heart. This is why it has been reported that some of the 
imams of the people of innovation, like Ja’d ibn Dirham, Jahm ibn Safwan, 
and their likes used to often disrespect the mus-haf, belittle it, and even throw 
it .” 85 


The Danger of Opposing Ijmaa’ (Scholarly Consensus) 

We have seen how Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) has clearly opposed the basic 
unanimously accepted beliefs of the Muslims. The scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah have 
always been united on the strength of the proof of ijmaa’ (scholarly consensus), and they 
commonly quote the following Quranic verse to show the great danger that lies in 
opposing ijmaa’. 


84 As stated explicitly by Yusuf Estes in the radio program, “What is Quran?” (at exactly 25:15), available directly 
from one of his 3,000+ websites: http://www.allahsauran.com/goodies/audio.php , originally a radio broadcast 
called “Today Islam”. 

85 Sharh ‘Aqeedat al-Haafith ‘Abdil-Ghanee al-Maqdisee (pp.204-205), the author refers to the following books for 
elaboration on this point: Khalq Af’aal al-'Ebaad (# 70) of al-Bukhaaree, As-Sunnah (#190) of ‘Abdullaah ibn 
Ahmad, and the Fataawee of Ibn Taymiyyah (8/425). 
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( And whoever contradicts the Messenger after guidance has become clear to him, 
following a wav other than the path of the believers, we shall turn him to what he 
has turned himself towards and put him in the Hellfire, what an evil abode!) 86 


The scholars say: Contradicting to the Messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant 
him peace) is when a person opposes something established in the texts of the Book 
and the Sunnah, and “The Path of the believers” referred to is the consensus of the 
Muslims. 87 Thus, when a person opposes the united position of the Muslim scholars on 
an issue, he subjects himself to the punishment mentioned in the verse. 


The Danger of Speaking About Allah Without Knowledge 

As a former Christian who accepted Islam, it is hard for many to believe that Yusuf Estes 
could be a hidden innovator who seeks to revive the heretic beliefs of ancient deviants. 
But then what is behind this? He seems to be a simple man who loves Islam, so what 
has led him into these vile statements of apostasy? 


The answer: Quite simply, speaking without knowledge is what lands people into these 
kinds of predicaments. Speaking about Allah without knowledge is a horrible crime 
against Allah, no matter how sincere a person may be! It will always lead to disastrous 
results. Allah says: 


jsfc lM ^3 ^-4 ^ ^ 
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( Say: The things that My Lord have prohibited are: lewd behavior, whether done 
in public or secretly, sinning, transgression (against others) without right, setting 
up partners with Allah that He has sent down no authority for, and speaking about 
Allah with what you have no knowledge of.) 88 


The scholars have understood the sins mentioned in this Verse to be organized 
according to the degree of their severity, leading up to the great crime of setting up 
partners with Allah, and then speaking about Allah without knowledge. Ibn Qayyim al- 
Jowziyyah (d.751) explained: 


86 Soorah an-Nisaa’ (4:'\'\5) and its meaning in English 

87 Refer to: Ahkaam al-Quran (1/39-40) of ash-Shaafi’ee, Rowdhat an-Naathir (2/439-444) of Ibn Qudaamah, and 
Tafseer Ibn Katheer (4/274). 

88 Soorah al-A’raaf (7:33) and its meaning in English 
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...This (speaking about Allah without knowledge) is the greatest of sins and the 
worst crime of all, since it entails lying about Allah, attributing things to Him 
that do not befit Him, changing His Religion and substituting it with something 
else, negating what He has affirmed, and affirming what He has negated, 
confirming what He has rejected and rejecting what He has confirmed, having 
animosity for His Allies and patronizing those who hate him, loving what He 
hates and hating what He loves, and describing Him what unbefitting 
descriptions of Himself, His Attributes, His Statements and Actions. 


Of all the different forbidden things, nothing is more severe a crime to Allah or 
more sinful. It is the foundation of every type of shirk and kufr, and all 
innovation and straying has been built upon it. Every blameworthy innovation 
in the Religion was founded by speaking about Allah without knowledge! 


This is why the Salaf and the imams refuted them so sternly, raising their 
voices so loud all over the world, warning against their tribulations with the 
harshest of warnings. In doing this, they exceeded their contempt in warning 
against lewdness and oppression, since the harms of innovation are more 
serious, in how they wreck the Religion and destroy it ... 89 


We ask Allah to increase the love of Islam in the heart of Yusuf Estes and in all of our 
hearts, so that it prevents him and us from speaking about Allah without knowledge in 
every situation. 


Shaykh ‘Ubayd al-Jaabiree Speaks 


These despicable words of disbelief uttered by Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) were 
summarized and presented to one of the scholars of al-Madeenah, Shaykh ‘Ubayd ibn 
‘Abdillaah al-Jaabiree (may Allah preserve him). The question was worded as follows: 


There is a preacher in the West who says that what is written in the mus-hafs 
is not really the Quran, and that the real Quran is what is recited upon the 
tongues and preserved in al-Lowh al-Mahfooth and in the chests of the 
people. What is written in our mus-hafs is only a representation of the Quran, 
similar to how the paper money in people’s hands has no value itself, rather 
the valued thing is preserved somewhere else, and the paper represents it. 
Some people have begun spreading this idea, saying that the mus-haf is just 
paper and ink, and not the Quran. What should the stance of a Muslim be 
regarding these statements? May Allah reward you well. 


He replied by saying: 


89 Madaarij as-Saalikeen (1/645-646) 
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Firstly, I warn - if this statement is established from that preacher -1 warn the 
Muslims, men and women alike, from listening to him, as he is corrupt. He is 
either astray, leading others astray, or he has lost his mind. 


Secondly, this man has opposed the consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah, since they 
have all agreed that the Quran, however you interact with it, whether it is 
recited upon the tongues, memorized by heart, written on chalkboards or in 
mus-hafs, this does not exclude it from being the Speech of Allah, the Mighty 
and Majestic. 


This [man] has merely used [misguided] rationale, which is the starting point 
for deviation. I believe that he may continue on this path until he says that the 
Quran has two parts - words and meanings, the meanings being the Speech 
of Allah, and the letters and words being created. It may be that he does not 
stop until he reaches this point . 90 


Cooperation On Sin and Transgression 

The blame we place on Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) for spreading these 
statements of disbelief to the innocent and unsuspecting Muslims of the English- 
speaking world is overshadowed by the blame that must be placed justly upon the 
shoulders of those who work together in teams, receiving salaries, to produce programs 
full of such repulsive errors in ‘aqeedah. 


Propping up someone as ignorant as Yusuf Estes, promoting him as a “shaykh", and 
giving him a free license to speak on various topics amounts to major recklessness in 
conveying da’wah and a clear lack of understanding of how Islam is to be propagated. 


The people who promote him and cooperate in spreading his message must take 
responsibility for what they have done. Their individual cases could be understood a 
number of ways: 


A) They are extremely ignorant about the basic beliefs of the Muslims and thus did 
not recognize these blatant errors. 

B) They may have been able to recognize the errors, but they are so busy producing 
content that they do not pay attention to what they actually broadcast, and thus 
these kinds of major mistakes go right past them. 

C) They know about the correct Muslim beliefs and they can identify these major 
mistakes, yet the reputation and honor of Yusuf Estes is given priority over the 
correctness of the actual beliefs they broadcast. 


90 From class #3 (at the 72 minute mark) of the shaykh’s explanation of Nawaaqidh al-lslaam in Jeddah, Summer 
2012, recorded and published on the internet by our brothers at Miraath: http://ar.miraath.net/audio/3617/03 
Translated into English at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlzXS9E2sZs 
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D) They are deviants who are trying to revive the ancient blasphemy of the heretic 
Jahmiyyah Sect 91 and make it prevail over what the Salat believed in and did not 
differ over. 


Whichever is their reality, the least of them disqualifies them from being considered fit to 
carry the message of Islam to the people. 

In fact, it was not three or four people who cooperated with him to produce one of the 
shows quoted previously, nor was it limited to five or ten! No less than 25 people at 
Huda TV cooperated to plan, record, produce and broadcast one 14-minute show. Here 
are their positions (with their names removed), according to the credits at the end of the 
program: 


■ Presented by: Sh. Yousef Estes 

■ Program Manager: [Name] 

■ Project Supervisor: [Name] 

■ Assist. Project Supervisor: [Name] 

■ Lighting & Photography Director: [Name] 

■ Lighting Supervisor: [Name] 

■ Assistant Lighting Technicians: [3 Names] 

■ Cameramen: [3 Names] 

■ Assistant Cameramen: [3 Names] 

■ Set Designer: [Name] 

■ Unit Operation Engineer: [Name] 

■ Electronic Editing: [Name] 

■ Video Recording: [Name] 

■ C.C.U.: [Name] 

■ Sound Engineer: [Name] 

■ Sound Technician: [Name] 

■ Computer Lighting: [Name] 

■ Production Manager: [Name] 

■ Financial Services: [Name] 

■ Executive Director: [Name] 

From this group of 25 people who believe they came together to spread the message of 
Islam, was there not one man who could recognize or do anything about any one of 
these blatant and severe statements of disbelief?! 

4 Lir, > 

(Is there not one guided man among you?!) 92 


91 For a discussion of the beliefs of the Jahmiyyah Sect and how the teachings of Yusuf Estes compare to them, 
refer to the Appendix at the end of this article. 

92 Soorah Hood (11:78) and its meaning in English 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.40 









Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


This entire mess - Huda TV and other channels like it - is all a result of a collectively 
naive and irresponsible approach to da’wah work, without any basic grounding in Islamic 
knowledge. This is the least that could be said, so long as everyone involved actually 
fell into only the first two possibilities mentioned, and Allah knows their reality best. 


“Islam is Love... Islam is not Hatred” 

With a number of major violations of basic Islamic beliefs in just one short 14-minute 
show, Huda TV could not even produce a set of simple lyrics for the show’s theme song 
without its own basic errors in belief! The following is part of the song that accompanies 
the program where Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) made all those statements of 
disbelief: 


Islam is peace, Islam is ease, 

Islam is not danger or disease, 
Islam is love and prosperity, 

Islam is not hatred or adversity... 


If we put the issue of singers and songs aside for now, 93 we have a very childish rhyme, 
claiming that Islam is love, but not hatred. Again: 



(Is there not one guided man among you?!) 94 


Is there not one of you who knows about the basic foundation of balance in Islam called 
loving and hating for Allah’s sake?! Our Messenger (may Allah raise his rank and grant 
him peace) stressed the importance of this issue in so many narrations: 



“Verily the strongest handhold of faith is that you love for the sake 
of Allah and that you hate for the sake of Allah.” 95 


93 While the innovated practice of coupling Islamic da’wah with music and singing definitely deserves its own 
clarification, the priority in this short article is to identify and correct major ‘aqeedah mistakes that can take people 
out of Islam. 

94 Soorah Hood (11:78) and its meaning in English 

95 Hasan: Collected by Ahmad (4/286) on the authority of Al-Baraa’. See: As-Silsilah as-Saheehah (#1728). 
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“Whoever gives for Allah, the Most High, withholds for Allah, loves for Allah, 


hates for Allah, and marries for Allah has perfected his eemaan.” 


96 


Does not one of you reflect over Soorah at-Faatihah that he reads so many times every 
day? The element of hatred for Allah’s sake is there and in many of the Verses of the 
Quran. We love and hate for Allah’s sake, as part of a balanced belief system that 
requires true loyalty of the heart and limbs. 


The Malaysian Tour: Promotion of the Shiite Religion 

In 2008, at one of Yusuf Estes’ lectures in Malaysia, he was asked about the various 
groups in Islam. In the course of a very long reply, he claimed that the Ja’fari Math-hab, 
the Shiite math-hab of Iran, is an acceptable school of jurisprudence in Islam, saying: 


Actually, there are things that are called deviant groups, and then there are 
groups which are normal, but people try to turn it into something deviant. To 
be a follow of a particular jurisprudence, such as Hanafee, Maalikee, Shaafi’ee, 
Hanbalee, Ja’faree, like this. This is, according to Al-Azhar University, they 
ruled on these five and said that these are mathaahab. These are mathaahab 
of learning how to make wudhoo’, how to pray, things like that. And if 
somebody follows one or the other, that’s fine, cause you don’t have time to 
become a scholar, great! If you want to go further than that, you can. But the 
point here is: Those are normal groups . 99 

Yusuf is likely referring to a fatwa ascribed to the previoius shaykh of al-Azhar, 

Mahmood Shaltoot (d. 1383), that he allegedly wrote: 

The Ja’fari Math-hab, which is well known as the math-hab of the Imaamiyyah 
inthaa- ashariyyah Shiite, is a math-hab suitable for worship in Islamic Law, 
just like the rest of the math-habs of Ahlus-Sunnah .. . 98 


Whether Shaltoot actually said this or not is disputed, and even the likes of Dr. Yusuf al- 
Qaradhawi, one of Shaltoot’s students, refuses to accept it as the position of Shaltoot. 
Whatever the case, we can safely say: 


96 Hasan: Collected by Ahmad (3/440) and at-Tirmithee (#2521) on the authority of Mu’aath al-Juhanee. 

97 “Who are the Salafis and Wahhabis,” on YouTube: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=GeN hCaddhs 
(uploaded on Dec. 3, 2010). 

98 Refer to his biography on the Arabic Wikipedia. 
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1. If it is established that he held this position, then it is falsehood, and no Muslim is 
allowed to accept such falsehood from anyone. 

2. If it is not established, it would not be surprising, since the Shiites plot and lie 
often to promote their religion. 


Sadly, Yusuf Estes chooses to allow someone to refer to themselves as a Ja’fari, which 
is a direct ascription to Shiite teachings, while he condemns those who would refer to 
themselves as Salafis, or followers of the Salat, in the very same answer." So a Salafi 
who tries to follow the righteous Salat is blamed and ridiculed, and a Ja’fari who follows 
a different religion, the Iranian Raafidhah Shiite Religion, is protected and endorsed. 


He refers to these teachings at the “Wasatiyyah” (balanced, middle course) of Islam. 


Legitimacy of the Word “Shiite” While Doubting the Word “Sunni” 

When asked in another Q&A session at a different event about the problems between 
the Sunni and Shiite sects, he speaks on the issue for eight full minutes, discouraging 
the audience from distinguishing between the two. In this discussion, he affirms that he 
knows the origin of the word “shiite”, however he questions the origin and legitimacy of 
the word “Sunni”! He says, 

If you are a “Sunni” Muslim (makes a quoting gesture with his hands), and 
you’re looking at the “Shiite Muslims” as being wrong, and they’re doing the 
same thing. Or the “Sufi” Muslims who are looking at another group, sayin’ 
“They’re wrong,” or whatever. All you’re gonna do is get a headache, you’ll 
get a headache... 100 

After a number of examples of how the members of different math-habs caused division 
in Islam, he goes on to say: 


...But before you go any further, I want to know how come you thought you 
were called “Sunnis”? I want to know why you thought you were called 
“Sunnis”? Now I can understand saying you’re Shafi’i because you follow 
Imam sShafi’l, Maliki, cause you follow Imam Malik, or if you said, “We’re 
Hanbali, we follow Imam Ahmad.” 


99 The word “salafi” is a legitimate Arabic ascription to the Salaf, who were the Prophet (may Allah raise his rank 
and grant him peace), his companions, their students (the Taabi’oon), and their students’ students. This 
ascription has been affirmed as legitimate by the earliest and most authoritative scholars who authored books 
about ascriptions and their validity, like as-Sam’aanee (d.562) in his al-Ansaab (7/168). 

100 “Problem of Sects,” on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFUalrBbKXA&t=2m00s (uploaded on 
Dec. 17, 2010). 
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But where did you get “Sunni” from? “Shiite,” I know where they got it from! 
It’s Shee’ Ali, it means the supports of Ali. Yes or no? Yea, that’s what it 
means! It doesn’t mean they’re right, but I’m just saying that’s where the 
name goes. Where did you get the name Sunni? Where did you get it? You 
don’t know, do you? You don’t know who gave it to you, do you? But yet you 
say it? Is that amazing? You have no problem, “I’m a Sunni!” OK, really, 
where did it come from? 


Does it come from “Sunnah”? Are you sure? Does that mean then that you 
only follow Sunnah, you don’t follow the Quran? Huh? Because guess what - 
Shiites do have some hadeeth! They have a book, al-Kaafee, which is 
sufficient, that’s what it means, of hadeeth. So they take Sunnah, and they 
take Quran. So you gotta really be careful before you start getting into an 
argument with somebody, especially if they know what they’re talking about. 
You’ll start feeling like you’re wrong, you might be right, but you don’t have 
the evidence. So I recommend: Don’t get into this! And let the scholars 
handle it. 101 


In his eight-minute answer to a question about the differences between the Sunnis and 
the Shiite, the only thing Yusuf Estes clearly proves is that he is completely incapable of 
speaking speak on the topic. 


The word “Sunni” is an ascription to the Sunnah, absolutely legitimate, both linguistically 
and in the Sharee’ah, used by the scholars of Islam throughout history, without 
objection. 102 


A Strange New Understanding of Towheed and Shirk 

For some very odd reason, Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) insists that when a 
Muslim asks another Muslim, who is both alive and present, to make du’aa’ for him to 
grow a beard, that this is a clear act of shirk] He says: 


A brother comes to me and he says, “Imam, please make du’aa’ for me. 


I said, “OK, for what?” 


He said, “Make du’aa’ I can grow my beard. Make du’aa’ I’ll grow my beard. ” 


101 “Problem of Sects,” on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFUalrBbKXA&t=6m30s (uploaded on 
Dec. 17, 2010). 

102 Again, refer to the earliest and most authoritative books on ascriptions and their legitimacy in Islam for more 
information. As-Sam’aanee (d.562) said in al-Ansaab (7/278): “Sunni is an ascription to the Sunnah, the 
opposite of bid’ah (innovation). When the numbers of the people of innovation increased, a number of people 
took this ascription (Sunni). He then mentions numerous examples of the early scholars who used this 
ascription. 
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I said, “I can’t do that.” 

He said, “Why?” 

I said, “That’s shirk!” 

He said, “Shirk?! How is it shirk that you make du’aa’ for me to grow my 
beard?!” 


“Shirk means to make partners with Allah. You want me to make partners 
with Allah?” 


He said, “I just asked you to make du’aa’ that Allah... I wanna grow my beard, 
just... just make du’aa’ I’ll grow my beard!” 

I said, “I can’t. Because it is Allah who grows your beard, not you! But I will 
make du’aa’ that you quit cuttin’it off. ” (crowd laughs ,) 103 

This is a very strange verdict indeed, one that the scholars of Islam and their students 
have never heard of before. 

And this is not an isolated teaching, nor a slip of the tongue, as Yusuf Estes repeats this 
same story at different events at different places, enforcing his unfounded fatwa of how 
someone asking a Muslim to make du’aa’ for him to grow a beard is shirk . 104 


The Path to Real Rectification 

After understanding these severe violations of basic Muslim beliefs established by 
scholarly consensus, we ask Allah the Almighty to guide Yusuf Estes and those who 
cooperate with him to honestly repent to Him alone, the All-Forgiving One, who accepts 
all acts of sincere repentance from all of His Servants. 



( Whoever repents after his transgression and rectifies (the matter), surely Allah 
will accept his repentance. Indeed, Allah is All-Forgiving, Ever-Merciful) 105 


103 From the Q&A session of a lecture entitled, “Priests and Preachers Entering Islam” on YouTube as a short clip 
called: “Quit Cutting Beard!”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b82gwfwr4sA&t=1 m50s (uploaded in Jan. 2010). 

104 For examples, refer to the following two videos: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVtlSHW3DwA (with Dr. 
Bilal Philips), and: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=KZnEHBX33iY&t=2m1 Os 

105 Soorah al-Maa’idah (5:39) and its meaning in English 
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We ask Allah to grant Yusuf Estes and those who cooperate with him success in 
attaining true remorse for these transgressions. From the conditions of repentance is 
that one feels true remorse for his crime. In this case, this can be accomplished by 
learning about the gravity of these errors in belief and how the early Muslims considered 
people who held these beliefs to be outside of Islam, as mentioned previously. 


Furthermore, reflecting over the words of Ibn al-Qayyim quoted earlier in this article will 
help Yusuf Estes and those who cooperate with him to understand how serious it is that 
he speaks about Allah’s Religion without knowledge, which is the actual basis and 
reason for such gross violations of basic Muslim creed. This will aid him and those who 
cooperate with him to achieve true remorse for what has taken place, may Allah make 
them all successful. 


Repenting to Allah must include that one stops committing the sin. We ask Allah to help 
Yusuf Estes stop himself from speaking without knowledge. 


Repentance must also include an intention to not return to the sin. We pray that Allah 
grants him success in this as well, and may Allah help those who have promoted him 
and cooperated to spread these statements of disbelief to understand how important it is 
for him to stop speaking without knowledge. 


Lastly, to have one’s repentance accepted by Allah, one must rectify the wrongs he has 
caused. It is not enough to recognize the errors and simply put them behind you. Allah, 
the Exalted, has tied the idea of rectification to repentance in many Quranic verses, 
similar to the one mentioned above. 106 


Yusuf Estes and those who have cooperated with him to spread these horrible 
statements against Allah and His Book must work hard to support the kind of clarification 
contained in this article to as many of the people who have been misled as they can. 
They must be humble enough to put aside their concern for their own reputations and 
work to restore the correct Islamic beliefs they have corrupted. This is not to be done by 
setting up more lectures for ignorant people to speak and “clarify”, as the errors 
themselves are only a result of ignorant people speaking in the first place. Instead, they 
must work to correct these errors by supporting the spread of the knowledge of the Book 
and the Sunnah, as understood by the Salaf, through the works of the people of 
knowledge, not through the lectures of the people of ignorance. May Allah help them to 
accomplish this. 


Their efforts to rectify this matter at the expense of their own reputations will be seen by 
everyone as a proof for their sincere intentions and devout love for the truth, in sha’ 
Allah. More importantly, it will stand as a great proof in their favor with their Lord on the 
Day of Judgment, when they will be asked about the disbelief they propagated. May 
Allah make them successful and accept from them. 


106 Refer to the following Quranic Verse for examples: 2:160, 3:89, 4:16, 4:146, 6:54, 16:119, 24:5. 
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To the Financial Supporters of Yusuf Estes and His Mission 

Honest Muslims who have mistakenly spent their money and given their support to 
promote Yusuf Estes, his websites, TV programs, and other da’wah activities, must 
realize what they have been involved in. As they hoped for sharing the reward of 
wholesome invitations to Allah’s Religion, they must now realize that they are dually 
responsible for any false beliefs they helped to propagate, like the major violations of 
basic Islamic creed identified in this article. 


There is an obligation upon those involved in funding or promoting Yusuf Estes, as he 
speaks on behalf of Allah’s Religion without knowledge, and thus naturally falls into 
serious errors as a result. While they may have fallen into this unintentionally, they must 
recognize what they have been a part of and deal with it accordingly. 


Helping to spread this article and the clarifications of the scholars on the topics are some 
of the ways they can help to rectify the situation. May Allah grant them success. 


Responses to this Clarification 


This clarification is not an invitation to debate, as the mistakes outlined and discussed 
here are things in blatant opposition to the consensus of the Muslims, and thus, there is 
no acceptable academic response other than true repentance to Allah alone and 
rectification. 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (may Allah have Mercy on him) was reported to have said 
about the rhetoric some people have about this issue: 



“There is no argument and no speech allowed about this, 
nor do I allow discussions or debates about it.” 107 


Furthermore, attempts to malign the author of this clarification shall receive no response 
or recognition, in shaa’ Allah. 


In front of you is a clear choice which you will face the consequences of in front of Allah 
on the Day of Judgment. No Muslim would want to stand before Allah having defended 
and supported gross contradictions to the fundamental, unanimously endorsed beliefs of 
the Muslims. 


107 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/373 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing) 
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Be warned of excessive attachments to personalities and stand up devoutly for justice, 
as Allah the Almighty commands us: 





( O you who believe! Stand up firmly for justice, 
as witnesses for Allah, even if it is against your own selves ) 108 


And He commands us similarly: 
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( O you who believe! Stand devoutly for Allah as witnesses of justice, 
and do not let your animosity for some people prevent you from being fair. 
Be fair, as it is closer to piety, and observe your duty to Allah. 

Verily, Allah is all-informed of what you do!) 109 


And Allah knows best. 
peace. 110 


May Allah raise the rank of His final Messenger and grant him 


108 Soorah an-/V/saa’(4:135) and its meaning in English 

109 Soorah al-Maa’idah (5:8) and its meaning in English 

110 Written by Moosaa Richardson, and completed on the eve of the 24 th of Ramadhan, 1433 (corresponding to 
August 11,2012). The author of this clarification can be reached through his website, www.Bakkah.net/en . 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.48 









Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


Appendix I 

The Jahmiyyah’s Stages of Deviation 

To give some background and insight into the serious nature of the beliefs propagated 
by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV, we need to know something about the history of the 
Jahmiyyah Sect (), or the Jahmites, as it relates to their beliefs about the Quran. 

Stage One: The Original Jahmiyyah 

The Jahmiyyah were the followers of al-Ja’d ibn Dirham 111 and Jahm ibn Safwaan 112 in 
the second century, and the followers of Bishr al-Mareesee 113 in the third century, who, 
through excessive philosophical thinking about Allah and matters of the Unseen, 
developed and propagated a new belief, that the Quran was a set of meanings that Allah 
had created and sent down to the Prophet (may Allah raise his rank and grant him 
peace). This was based on their assumption that the attribute of speech was not 
something befitting to Allah, which they arrived at after debating philosophers. 


This is outright disbelief in Allah’s Book, since Allah Himself has said explicitly: 



( And if any of the polytheists asks you for asylum, then protect him 
so he could hear the Speech of Allah (i.e. the Quran being recited) ) 114 


The scholars and imams of Ahlus-Sunnah took this deviance very seriously and waged 
war on these innovated beliefs, unanimously declaring those who held them and aided 
their propagators to be outside of Islam. 115 


111 Al-Ja’d ibn Dirham al-Harraanee: Influenced by the philosophers of his time, he was the innovator of ta’teel , 
the negation of Allah’s Attributes, spread later and developed by his student, Jahm ibn Safwaan, as what became 
known as Jahmiyyah. He was killed in the year 118, or perhaps as late as 124. 

112 Jahm ibn Safwaan as-Samarqandee: As a student of al-Ja’d ibn Dirham, he spread the heresy of his 
teacher and debated people regarding it, spreading it to different lands. He was a disgraceful heretic who was put 
to capital punishment for his blasphemy in the year 128. 

113 Bishr al-Mareesee: A former student of respected scholars who turned away from Islamic knowledge to 
philosophy, so much so that he became the head of the Jahmiyyah of his time, treacherously spreading their 
ancient heretical beliefs with a more academic approach. He died in the year 218. 

114 Soorah at-Towbah (9:6) and its meaning in English. Some of the other Quranic verses that clearly prove that 
Allah is to be described with Speech are: 2:75, 4:164, 7:144, 7:158, and 22:109. 

115 For classical refutations of the first phase of the Jahmite beliefs, refer to: ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyyah of ‘Uthmaan 
ibn Sa’eed ad-Daarimee, as-Sunnah of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal (1/101-163), ash-Sharee'ah (1/489- 
525) of al-Aajurree, Al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/291-318, 360-392) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/241- 
356) of al-Laalakaa’ee. 
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Stage Two: The Waaqifah 

Once exposed, the Jahmites had to conceal their true beliefs, and thus, entered a new 
deceptive phase wherein they were referred to as the Waaqifah ( Aia'jJ'), or the Fence- 
Sitters, those who do not (officially) take a position on the issue of the Quran. They 
would say: We do not know if the Quran is created or not. 


The scholars unanimously declared this new strain of the Jahmiyyah to be disbelievers, 
due to their doubt of what is evident in Allah’s Book, while some considered them many 
times more dangerous. 116 

Stage Three: The Laf-thiyyah 

Back to the drawing board for the Jahmites! A third stage of deviation was reached 
when they later tried to affirm that the Quran was the Speech of Allah, but as meanings, 
not as words and expressions. They meant that the Quran is only the divine meanings 
that Allah revealed, that were expressed with words by the Prophet (may Allah raise his 
rank and grant him peace). Their argument was that the actual Speech of Allah could 
not be made up of sounds, letters or words. Therefore, our recitation of the Quran, as 
well as our writing of it, is created, since our actions and sayings are created. What we 
recite and what we write are mere “representations” or “narrations” of the real Quran, but 
not the actual Quran itself. The Jahmites in this stage were referred to as the Laf- 
thiyyah (), or the “Phrasal Jahmites.” 


Once again, the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah exposed their blasphemy and identified them 
as disbelievers. Some considered them even more dangerous and farther astray than 
the earlier Jahmites. 111 

Stage Four: The Followers of Moosaa Ibn Uqbah 

After trying to corrupt the beliefs of the Muslims with three different attempts, the 
Jahmites knew they would need to change their approach dramatically. They then tried 
to reject only one of the ways Muslims believe in the Quran being the Speech of Allah. 
A new stage emerged who said: We believe that the Quran is the Speech of Allah, 
and what is recited and written is the Quran, but what is memorized in the chests 
cannot be the Quran, for how could there be an Attribute of Allah within our 
chests?! 


116 For classical refutations of the Waaqifah, refer to: ar-Radd ‘alal-Jahmiyyah (pp.193-197) of ‘Uthmaan ibn 
Sa’eed ad-Daarimee, as-Sunnah (1/179) of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal, ash-Sharee’ah (1/526-531) of Al- 
Aajurree, Al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/319-331) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/357-384) of al- 
Laalakaa’ee. 

117 For classical refutations of the Laf-thiyyah, refer to: as-Sunnah (1/163-166) of ‘Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn 
Flanbal, ash-Sharee’ah (1/1532-550) of al-Aajurree, al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/332-351) of Ibn Battah, and Sharh 
Usool Ali’tiqaad (1/385-399) of al-Laalakaa’ee. 
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Upon discovering this, Aboo Taalib Ahmad ibn Humayd came to his teacher, the great 
scholar, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and announced: 


^ o ^ o o £ 
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The fourth (stage of) Jahmites have arrived! 


Ahmad ibn Hanbal then enquired about them, demanded to know their names, began 
warning against them, and requested the people to abandon them and anyone who 
would speak to them, saying: 



This is more (astray) than the (original) Jahmiyyah!” 118 


Stage Five: The “Estesiyyah”? 

In light of what has been discussed in this article, one can see that Yusuf Estes has 
sadly placed himself in a position to possibly end up in the history books as the founder 
of the 15 th century strain of the Jahmiyyah, the “Estesites,” those who say: We affirm 
that the Quran is recited and memorized, but what is written in the mus-haf is not 
the real Quran, it is merely a “representation” of the Quran. 

While one could argue that he is simply reviving the beliefs of the third stage of 
Jahmiyyah, the Laf-thiyyah Sect, it seems more correct to say that these ideas represent 
a new strain, since Yusuf has affirmed that the recited Quran is the actual Quran, in 
opposition to the Laf-thiyyah. Furthermore, he has new arguments to support his 
deviation that were not known to the ancient Jahmites. Thus, it might be more 
appropriate to declare: 


Os-Uj- A3 

The fifth (stage of) Jahmites have arrived! 


We ask Allah to guide Yusuf Estes back to the pure beliefs of the Muslims, and to 
protect unsuspecting Muslims from this severe form of deviance. 


118 Collected by Ibn Battah in his al-Ebaanah al-Kubraa (3/353 of the al-Faarooq al-Hadeethah printing). 
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Appendix II 

Proof that Yusuf Estes Still Holds These Deviant Views 
(Plus: A Surprising Revelation About His Sources of Knowledge) 

Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) was just recently asked about these heretical views 
by one of his unsuspecting followers in an email that was forward to me directly, to 
“correct” me! His response proves clearly that, not only does he still hold adamantly to 
these statements of disbelief, but his actual condition is getting much worse, as this 
recent email shockingly reveals. 


From: [name removed] 

To: "yusuf@shareislam.com" <yusuf@shareislam.com> 

Sent: Monday, August 20, 2012 12:13 AM 

Subject: URGENT i need help believing in Quran-e-Kerim right 

As-salamalaikum dear Sheikh Yusuf Estes, — 

I think I heard you correctly say once that the Quran-e-Kerim in the book form is 
called mushaf-e-sherif and its not really the Quran-e-Kerim. I heard you explain 
this using a detailed example about money, but one of my friend is a student of 
ulemas and he claims all the Ahl-e-Sunnat scholars agreed that the Mushaf-e- 
sherif is the Quran-e-Kerim? He said other beliefs is kufr, oh my God!!! Please 
help me share him what is right because I need to know that my aqida is authentic 
Sunne belief. 

I will share your answer with him if you say OK to that. Thank you for your help. 


Here is the response by Yusuf Estes, with the exact formatting and presentation as 
received, with only the live hyperlinks disabled: 


From: Sheik Yusuf Estes < vusuf@shareislam.com > 

To: [name removed] 

Sent: Monday, 20 August 2012, 19:35:37 

Subject: Re: URGENT i need help believing in Quran-e-Kerim right 

BismiUah Rahman Raheem 
Salam alaykum, 

People say whatever they like these days without regard much for the 
consequences. That is a very serious problem, I pray you and I do not fall 
into this trap, ameen. 

First of all, the words you are saying are not exactly what I said. However, it 
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is understandable that you would use the words you are most familiar with 
instead of considering the original of my words (or meanings). 

As to the one saying anything about kufr related to me, this is so dangerous 
for believers to use such terms with regard to other Muslims due to the very 
clear sahih hadith of the prophet, peace be upon him, telling us "Whoever 
says, 'so-and-so is in the fire' - for sure, one of them is." Na'uthubillah, we 
seek refuge in Allah from this kind of thinking, speaking and cursing, ameen. 

Now let me offer in other words to you, the meaning of what I have said, 
inshallah, from true scholars of Islam and I have only endeavored to bring it 
in a simple form of English, inshallah, Ta'ala. Let's then, start from the beginning of 
the whole story of the Quran, what it means, what it is, what it says about itself, what it isn't and what 
we should know about it, inshallah. 


1. Quran means; recital, recitation, a reciting-, oral transmission, as in 
poetry; that which is being or has been recited 

2. Quran is; the Speech or Words of Allah in Recital form 

3. Quran says about itself; "It is a Recital in the Arabic language" 

o Reasons given in Al Quran (The Recitation) for being 
revealed in Arabic language: 

1. Arabic was the language of the people where it was 
revealed 

lip.j! j IgJji. (ja j jiii] <2L1J i_jjj V II jiiij 
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“And so, (Allah) has revealed to you a Recitation in Arabiya 
(Quran in Arabic) so that you may warn the Foremost of all 
towns and those who dwell around it, and may warn of the 
Day of Gathering, which is beyond all doubt. One group will 
be in the Garden, and one group will be in the Flames.” [42:7] 
o 2. To explain it clearly, distinctly with understanding 

AJ AjLjI ChiLaS yA Ijllal 1 pkr.i ol IQjil] jJb 33 ^11 
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“Now if We had made it a Recitation (Quran) in a non-Arabic 
tongue they would surely have said, “Why is it that its verses 
have not been made clear? Why is it a foreign tongue and an 
Arab?” Say, “For those who accept it, this is a Guidance and 
medicine for a wholesome life. But as for those who will not 
believe (Arabs or non-Arabs), in their ears is deafness, and 
so it remains obscure to them. They are like people who are 
called to from afar.” [41:44] 
o 3. To make it easy to understand 

“Behold, We have sent it down in all clarity, in the Arabic 
tongue, so that you might encompass it with your reason.” 
[ 12 : 2 ] 
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4. 
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o “Behold, (Allah) has made it a Quran in clear Arabic language 
that you may fully understand.” [43:3] 
o Arabic was the most advanced and comprehensive language 
at the time when Quran was being revealed and it still is the 
most comprehensive. The terms, concepts and themes would 
be best clarified and explained in Arabic language and last 
but not the least, it was the language of the people where it 
was revealed. 

The beginning of surah Baqarah says; Alief, Laam, Meem. That is 
the Book wherein there is no doubt, guidance for A! Mu'taqeen" 
o The transliteration of the sound being made from the mus-haf 
is something like this: 

o Alief, laam, meem! Thalak ul kitabu Laa raiba fee, hudal lil 
mu'taqeen. 

o The word "thalak" (above) means: That (not This) 
o In this case the word "That" (thalak) refers to the full and 
complete Recitation that is: Fii lawhin mahfuth 
o (In Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuth!) meaning, among the Most High 
gathering (angels), guarded from any increase, decrease, 
distortion, or change. 

Surah 85, Al Buruj 


Hadith of the Prophet, means, "Learn Al Quran and recite it, for the 
example of whoever learns the Quran, recites it and adheres to it, is 
the example of a bag that is full of musk whose scent fills the air. 
The example of whoever learns the Quran and then sleeps (lazy) 
while the Quran is in his memory, is the example of a bag that has 
musk, but it is close tight. 

At-Tirmidhi (Hasan) 


5. The word "kitab" used in this same verse means; ?? 

Find out on this page - http://www.islamnewsroom.com/news-we- 
need/1953 


JazakaUah khair was salam alaykum, 

Yusuf Estes 

Get the News We Need from Islamic Perspective: 
www.IslamNewsroom.com 

Questions Answered; karim@guideus.tv 

Finally - Islam TV in America on satellite TV (and Internet) for everyone! 

Tell everyone: Facebook, Twitter, Emails & Support 

now www.GuideUS.TV/donate 
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The following points are important to note: 


■ The response is dated August 20, 2012. 

■ He accuses those who know the correct Islamic ‘aqeedah (as proven clearly in 
this clarification) of speaking “without much regard for the consequences." 

■ He quotes a hadeeth, very loosely, about the danger of making takfeer (taking 
Muslims outside of Islam) while no one made takfeer of him. 

■ He reassures his follower of the correctness of his beliefs, calling them the 
teachings of the “true scholars of Islam.” (very important - pay attention...) 

■ With the same pathetic line of argument, he cuts and pastes things that he 
believes support much, if not all, of his views of disbelief that have already been 
highlighted in this clarification. 

■ He links to an article that he copied from the Internet and placed on one of his 
websites, “the Islamic News Room” (screenshot taken August 21,2012): 


Quran is NOT Kitab! (or is it?) 

** Tuesday, 21 August 2012 00:00 £ Author: M Hadi Manfat _V] l \^ 
User Rating:»**<»*/3 
Poor o Best [Rate 

QurAn = Recite(?) 



Kitab = Book(?) 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful 

Concept of Kitab in the Quran 

by Muhammad Hadi MaRifat 

Translated by A N. Baqirshah 


The article he publishes and links his unsuspecting follower (or victim) to is by an author 
named “Muhammad Hadi MaRifat,” who we can only assume is one of the “true 
scholars of Islam” he has alluded to, as he has not mentioned anyone else. 


Who is this true scholar of Islam, “Muhammad Hadi MaRifat,” that Yusuf Estes 
refers his followers to? The answer is absolutely shocking...! 
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He is an Iranian “Ayatollah” (Shiite scholar) who writes for the infamous Iranian quarterly 
publication, “Message of Thaqalayn.” 


In an article in the Guardian published in 1999, Ian Linden discusses a meeting between 
Christians and Shiite scholars in Iran, referring to this Muhammad Hadi Marifat as one of 
the leading representatives of the Shiite Religion. He writes: 


Following an admission from the Christian participants that a range of 
views was represented on our side, the leading representatives of Shiite 
Islam, Ayatollah Muhammad Khamenei and Ayatollah Muhammad Hadi 
Marefat, made it clear that not everyone on the Iranian side agreed with 
each other either. Nowiiere was this more clear than on the issue of the 
role of women. All w r omen present - and there were fewer than 10 - w r ore 
regulation black, a full dress covering the ankles, in contrast to the more 
relaxed style visible on the street, with headscarves w r orn well back. 


And further clear proof is found quoted directly on his website, at the end of the article he 
links his followers to: 


16. The Quran: Another meaning of the Kitab is the Quran. 

As it is known, the Quran is a Divine revelation in the form of a scripture. It is called 
Quran, because it is recited It is called Kitab because it is written or scripted 
So, both Quran and Kitab are used for this book 

The following verses signify these names " God it is Who has sent down the 
Book with the Truth, and also the Balance.'' (42 17) 

17 "By the Clear Book, behold, We have made it an Arabic Qur'an; haply 
you will understand.. " (43 12) 

18 “That is the Book, wherein is no doubt.. " (2 2) 

In the Qur'an Kitab refers to the Quran itself in more than forty (40+) cases 
From The Message of Thaqalayn-Vol.3, Nos 1 &2, Spring and Summer, 1417/1996 

COMMENTS 

You Type-We Print 
(after review) 

One click only please 


Right at the end, Yusuf Estes (may Allah guide him) says clearly, “From the Message 
of Thaqalayn - Vol.3, Nos. 1 & 2, Spring and Summer, 1417/1996.” 


If that is not enough of a disgrace that should wake up the innocent and unsuspecting 
followers of Yusuf Estes, there remains one point: 
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The article written by this ayatollah in this Shiite publication does not even support his 
argument! The actual conclusion of this Shiite author is that the Quran is in fact a book 
that is written. So even an author from the heretical Raafidhah Sect of the Shiite 
Religion would not support this deviance! 


What a multi-layered, complex cluster-failure of a fatwa! 


* UPDATE: The article we have quoted here was removed from Yusufs website “Islam 
News Room” on August 27, 2012, one day after this clarification was published. Just 
before it was removed, the following comments were found at the end of his article: 


18 “That is the Book, wherein is no doubt..’' (2: 2) 

In the Qur’an Kitab refers to the Quran itself in more than forty (40+) cases 
From The Message ofThaqalayn-Vol 3, Nos.1 & 2, Spring and Summer, 1417/1996 

COMMENTS 

You Type-We Print 
(after review) 

One click only please 


Setfcars 

The title says 'Quran Is NO” kitaab" and the conclusion is “So, 
both Quran and Kitab are used for this book," Please help me 
Tm confused Also, is the writing m mushaf-e-sherif 
considered Quran or not 7 THanks and peace on sheik Yusuf 
Estes and all the people at the Islamic News Room 1 


Shiiaz • Z: Z 5’. 0-S 0’ -M 

The Message of Thaqalayn is a Shiite publication. I am 
astonished that Sheikh Yusuf Estes is taking reference to their 
work on Aqeedah and helping spread their deviant ideologies on 
his website (http://www.8l-islam.org/mot/) 

uja comment I < Prev Next > 


Then on August 29, the topic reappeared, with the Ayatollah’s article removed, replaced 
by an article by himself and Bilal Philips, with the following introduction: 


We all make mistakes - and without doubt I make more than most people. 
But I like to correcct myself and fix the mistakes as soon as possible. 

There reason for removing this article while traveling in Ramadan, was due to 
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my inability to fix it properly at the time it was discovered. 

While going to so many countries, doing umrah, recording TV shows, helping 
HUDA TV with fundraising and of course, and of course with my wife going to 
the hospital (please continue to pray for her) in Cairo just after Laylatul Qadr, 
there was no way I wanted to do a "fast-fix" and make it even worse than it 
already was. 

I hope to have something more presentable in the future by doing even more 
research and correction to the mistakes in the article copied inadvertantly from 
the wrong source. 

Now that we are back in the USA, still working on moving and setting everything 
to our new location - I find it is necessary to stop everything and put this article 
back up, but with the corrections (below) 

We thank our brothers and sisters who pointed out some errors in the article 
posted here - and have made corrections as much as we could. Also, we have 
hold no ill feelings toward anyone who is sincerely helping us to do better in our 
effort to project the correct message of Islam in simple English terms. We can 
truly say, without any hard feelings at all, "We do love you all for the sake of 
Allah". 

Please keep in mind, as scholars and teachers of the past have said, "If you find 
anything in our teaching which does not comply with the Quran and the Sunnah 
of our prophet, peace be upon him, then take what you find from the Quran and 
the sunnah and throw away whatever you have found from us" 

Sincere thanks to the brothers who pointed out the mistakes of the previous 
article - pray for us to get more volunteers so we can do better in the future. 
Gratefully - Yusuf Estes 


He turns this mess into a pitch for more volunteers to serve his mission and teachings! 


Since the publishing of this refutation and the spread of knowledge through websites like 
www.YusufEstesQuran.com , Yusuf Estes has recently made appearances and written 
articles on the subject, saying now that “The Quran IS a book,” adding a whopping lie, 
“as we have always believed.” 


While we are thankful to Allah that He has guided Yusuf Estes to the correct Islamic 
belief in this one issue, a legacy of ten years of lectures all over the world needs 
corrected, and this could not be accomplished by lying and covering one’s tracks. We 
ask Allah to guide Yusuf Estes to true repentance, which includes clarification of errors, 
as mentioned previously in the section: The Path to Real Rectification. 
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Appendix III 

20 Responses to 20 Honest Concerns 


Some of our honest and unsuspecting brothers and sisters in Islam who have been 
affected or even outright victimized by the deviance of Yusuf Estes may have a number 
of concerns regarding Yusuf Estes himself, his errors, the information in this article, or its 
author. In this appendix, we will address these concerns briefly. 


1. How can someone be so harsh on their good Muslim brother? 


Good Muslims believe in the Quran, the Word of Allah, whether spoken, written, or 
memorized, with the same belief held by the consensus of the upright, early Muslims 
who followed the Religion properly, as shown clearly in this clarification. Yusuf Estes is 
currently spreading a number of serious deviations in these basic Islamic beliefs that 
need recognized and warned against. Our love for him as a person must not interfere 
with our love for clarity in our Religion and the correct Islamic beliefs. 


While it is possible for any reader to have his/her own conclusion(s) about the tone of 
this clarification, whatever conclusion that is reached must not stop the reader from 
recognizing the truth and following it. 


2. This clarification is against Islamic manners, since Yusuf Estes has not been 
advised. 


I assure you that Yusuf Estes has been advised much, regarding this and many other 
issues. He has not shown a desire to correct his ways, but instead, a love for his 
reputation that prevents him from rectifying his errors. Besides, whether or not Yusuf 
Estes has been advised before does not prevent you - right now - from recognizing the 
truth in this clarification and adopting the correct Islamic beliefs if you have been affected 
by his teachings. 

3. The author of this clarification is not qualified to make takfeer and pronounce 
Yusuf Estes outside of Islam. 


There is no takfeer of Yusuf Estes in this clarification. While we are required to believe 
that the beliefs he propagates are kufr (disbelief), making a ruling on an individual that 
he has left Islam is indeed a very serious issue, one that is beyond the scope of this 
clarification. 

4. Some statements have been twisted, misquoted, or taken out of context. 

Allah is our Witness that every bit of care has gone into this article to ensure word-for- 
word accuracy of all quotes in their intended contexts. Readers are invited to compare 
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the quotes from Yusuf Estes’ speeches and writings to their original sources, and 
references to the direct sources of all quotes have been provided to facilitate that easily. 

5. Yusuf Estes has the right to explain what he meant and defend himself. 

If you have understood the gravity of these issues, and how they are related to the 
unanimously accepted basic belief system in Islam, then to allow someone to defend 
their positions in such cases or to explain them will never lead to anything good. There 
can be no doubt in the mind of any truth-seeking Muslim in the correctness of the Islamic 
belief system from the Quran, Sunnah, and consensus of the early scholars of Ahlus- 
Sunnah. So, in fact, Yusuf does not have the right to defend himself or explain his 
ideas, he only has the obligation upon him to repent from his statements of apostasy and 
rectify his ways. May Allah grant him success in that. 

6. Yusuf Estes has presented proof from the Quran for his argument so we have to 
respect it. 


Again, if you have understood the reality of his contradictions to the basic Muslim beliefs, 
agreed upon by all of Ahlus-Sunnah, then this kind of excuse has no meaning 
whatsoever. Allah did not leave his Religion to be played with by anybody who quotes a 
Quranic Verse for whatever he wants. 


Furthermore, his silly attempts to twist the meanings of Quranic Verses to support his 
statements of apostasy have been exposed and clarified earlier in this article 


7. Yusuf Estes is a revert to Islam from a Christian background. He did not study 
Islam formally nor does he claim to be a scholar, so he is prone to make mistakes 
here and there. And no one is perfect. 


Agreed. No one is perfect in their da’wah work, and people do make mistakes. We are 
however required to identify and rectify mistakes attributed the perfect Religion of Allah, 
especially when they are as offensive as the atrocities committed by Yusuf Estes in the 
passages quoted in this clarification. 


Furthermore, any person who speaks on behalf of Islam is required to speak with 
knowledge. Speaking about Allah without knowledge is a heinous crime, as mentioned 
in this clarification. When considering the gravity of the mistakes mentioned in this 
clarification, a logical conclusion can be reached - Yusuf Estes was simply not qualified 
to speak on behalf of the Religion in the first place. 


It should also be known that Jahm ibn Safwan himself, the one to whom the Jahmiyyah 
Cult is ascribed, was a common man with no Islamic knowledge. It was only after 
debating with atheists in attempts to call them to Islam that he developed his line of 
thinking and began to spread it and then became popular. The wicked beliefs of the 
Jahmiyyah have since plagued the Muslim Ummah for over 1300 years and they have 
been the reason for some of the worst trials in the history of Islam! All of this came 
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originally from an ignorant man with no Islamic knowledge! So we must not 
underestimate the level of harm that an ignoramus can create, even while he intends 
good. 

As for what some people say, that “Yusuf Estes does not claim to be a scholar,” the I 
would recommend the reader to watch a very entertaining video that conclusively proves 
otherwise. 119 


In it, Yusuf Estes was referred to as a “scholar” twice within one introduction on a TV 
show, to which he replied, “You’ve probably gave the closest to the reality of an 
introduction that I’ve heard about me in a long time!" 


8. This kind of article is backbiting. 


Without this kind of article, people would go on abandoning the beliefs of Ahlus-Sunnah 
and deviating into the foul beliefs of the heretic Jahmiyyah Sect being propagated by 
Yusuf Estes. So this is the kind of backbiting which the scholars consider an obligation 
on the Muslims who know the correct beliefs. 

9. This article is the result of hunting for mistakes, like some kind of “witch-hunt”. 

When scholars and students of knowledge identify and warn the Muslims of deviant 
beliefs that oppose the consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah in basic matters of Islamic belief, 
they must not be demonized or slandered. Instead, you should pray for their success 
and think well of them, as they are fulfilling an essential need of the Muslim nation. 


And quite simply, whether the article is the result of a “witch-hunt” or not, this must not 
prevent you from identifying false beliefs of apostasy and shunning them. 


10. The mistakes of Yusuf Estes are small, excusable errors. 


Go back and read this clarification. By Allah, someone who speaks like this has simply 
not read or tried to understand this clarification. 


11. We have more important issues to deal with as an Ummah. 


It is the correctness of ‘aqeedah that gives the Muslims their success and dignity among 
the nations, by Allah’s Permission. The scholars have mentioned that the downfall of the 
Umayyid Empire was due to the Muslim leaders’ support of the heretic beliefs of the 
Jahmiyyah, the very beliefs being revived by Yusuf Estes today! Remaining silent about 
the spread of apostasy in the name of “Islamic da’wah work” would only lead to the 
further humiliation and disgrace of the Muslims. 


119 Watch the video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1 Dw9qlFqqqQ 
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This kind of statement is often uttered by those who do not understand the priorities of 
rectifying the situation of the Muslims. 


12. Refutations harden the heart, so we should stay away from these kinds of 
articles. 


Is it that remaining ignorant about deviation and unable to identify it and avoid it, and 
thus falling into it, and - Allah’s Refuge is sought - ending up in the Hellfire because of it 
something that softens the heart?! The statement that “refutations harden the heart,” as 
popular as it may be in some circles, is a very misleading statement. 


The Book of Allah, from beginning to end, is full of refutations against the Jews, 
Christians, pagans, atheists, and hypocrites. Soorah ai-Faatihah stands as a refutation 
of the Jews and the Christians, and Soorah al-Baqarah begins with profiling mankind 
into different groups and rebuking the idol worshippors and then exposing and refuting 
the hypocrites, etc. The refutations continue throughout the Book of Allah, to the end 
where Allah refutes Aboo Lahab by name and refutes the claims of the polytheists in 
Soorah al-lkhlaas. Does the Book of Allah harden our hearts or soften them?! 


Furthermore, Allah has preserved His Religion and the correct belief system throughout 
history by way of the scholars’ refutations of falsehood and its people. Through proper 
academic refutations, Muslims can attain safety in their Religion, and stay guided, by 
Allah’s Permission. 


13. This kind of clarification is ghuluw (religious extremism or going overboard). 


Religious extremism is clearly found in the excessive attachments that some Muslims 
have to popular personalities, which interfere with their ability to view issues with 
balance and identify falsehood and shun it. 


This article invites the reader to identify a number of serious false beliefs being attributed 
to Islam, and to take the appropriate position on them. This is the furthest thing from 
ghuluw (religious extremism). 


14. We should focus on ourselves, and not be so critical of others. 


We ask Allah to make us more critical of ourselves than we are of anyone else. This 
noble goal and solid personal balance does not prevent us in any way from enjoining 
good, forbidding evil, accepting the truth, and rejecting falsehood throughout our entire 
lives. 
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15. The critic has mistakes, too. 


Agreed. However, it is Christianity where people must be “free of sin before they cast 
the first stone.” In Islam, we are required to forbid evil when it appears, while no one is 
perfect. 


Furthermore, the mistakes of the author of this clarification (may Allah forgive him) must 
not prevent you - right now - from following the truth when it comes to you and shunning 
falsehood once it becomes known to you. 

16. We are supposed to hide our brothers’ faults in Islam. 


This seems to be a misunderstanding of the obligation of screening the hidden faults of 
Muslims. When a mistake or sin is hidden and not known to the people, then Islam 
teaches us to advise and correct privately, while we screen our brother’s faults from 
those who do not know and are not harmed by them. However, when sins and/or 
mistakes are in the open, publicly known and spread, then they must be spoken about 
and handled publicly. The Muslims have a right to be taught and reminded about the 
status of those faults, so they do not fall into them 

17. The critic is jealous of Yusuf Estes. 


This is a mere claim about what lies hidden in the heart of the critic. For argument’s 
sake, even it were 100% true, it must not stop you - right now - from siding with the 
consensus of the Sunni scholars against the ancient blasphemy of the Jahimyyah Sect. 

18. The critic is trying to become popular by attacking a popular figure. 


The previous response applies equally to this concern. 


19. The critic is unqualified. 


Concern for academic qualifications is legitimate. The author of this clarification, who 
does not like to mention his own academic qualifications, would ask such a claimant in 
all fairness to apply the same level of concern when it comes to promoting and 
defending Yusuf Estes - Is he truly qualified to speak on behalf of Islam? He has no 
formal or informal studies of Islam that amount to any sound knowledge. His actual 
words of blasphemy quoted in this article disprove the credibility of any honorary award 
or certification given to him by mistake. 


And even if the author of this clarification were as religiously ignorant as Yusuf Estes or 
worse, the choice of siding with the consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah against the heresy of 
the Jahmiyyah Cult still remains a forked road right in front of you. 
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20. Yusuf Estes has done so much good, and we have to be fair. 


Agreed. Muslims are required to be fair and just. The author of this clarification has 
made no attempt to belittle any good work done by Yusuf Estes. No one’s good deeds 
are being rejected, ridiculed, criticized, undervalued, or looked down upon in this article. 


Having said that, the reality is that Yusuf Estes is currently in danger of losing the 
potential rewards for his good deeds due to his words of apostasy. It is this very article, 
a bitter dose of live-saving medicine, that could save him from the end result of the 
horrible path he has chosen, by Allah’s Permission. May Allah give him the strength and 
courage needed to put aside his personal pride, humbly embrace the correct beliefs of 
Islam, and abandon the vile statements of apostasy that he has fallen into and spread. 


Furthermore, warning the Muslims against what could draw them into the Hellfire could 
never - in any way whatsoever - be considered an act of injustice. 

And Allah knows best. 
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Appendix IV 

20 Responses to 20 Dishonest Claims 

While Allah has guided so many since the publication of this article in late August of 
2012, many fans, supporters, and Huda TV co-stars have spoken against it openly, with 
a number of false claims and smokescreen attempts. Let us look at some of those 
claims now and understand a few things about them. 


1. Yusuf Estes never claimed to be a scholar. 


This was a shameful smokescreen attempt by a fellow Huda TV co-star during a recent 
visit to the UK. It is easily understood for what it is by watching an entertaining three- 
minute video on YouTube, where Yusuf Estes confirms that he believes he is 
appropriately referred to as a scholar. 120 


Furthermore, he is promoted widely as a scholar, even if the previous point were not 
true. His trip to Tokyo (Oct. 2012) was promoted as the visit of “Dr. Yusuf Estes, Muslim 
Scholar.” 


Furthermore, he gets major reputation boosts from Huda TV, where he has recently 
been upgraded beyond mere “scholar” to “the imam of America.” 121 


Also, review the response to Concern #7 in Appendix III. 


And remember - This is only a desperate smokescreen attempt anyway. For a man 
whose message reaches millions of people, the grave mistakes and blasphemous 
words of apostasy need corrected, whether he is a scholar or claims to be one or not. 

2. We documented Yusuf’s moves every five minutes, even his bathroom trips. 


When faced with the precision and detail of the clarifications, Assim al-Hakeem had no 
academic response, rather he made wild claims, accusing the critic of going overboard 
in documenting the actions of Yusuf Estes and even his bathroom trips. 122 


This is a disgraceful lie. Those who still listen to Assim al-Hakeem should demand 
that he bring proof for his absurd claim or be known as a liar. And what could be worse 
of a lie than one done in jest to distract the Muslims from understanding the difference 
between Islam and kufY? 


120 Watch the video here: http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=1 Dw9glFaaaQ 

121 For an example of this disgraceful fanaticism, look at the end (27:10) of this recent 2012 Huda TV program: 
http ://www. youtube. com/watch?v=LXU95EisC5a&t=27m10s 

122 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v31 Lori sVm8 
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3. Yusuf already said he was wrong, and he rectified the mistake(s). 

Whoever claims this must bring proof. While Yusuf Estes does actually admit to his 
close advisors that he knows he is wrong (behind closed doors), he refrains from 
admitting it publicly because he is convinced that it will harm his relationships with 
important people and organizations. This is known through many of his close advisors 
who loved him for Allah’s sake and sought to advise him fruitlessly. Sadly, Yusuf’s 
current stance is: Ignore the issues, and it will pass. 


The reality is that the mistakes are so severe that owning up to them would ruin the 
credibility he has worked so hard to build for himself over the years. All of the people 
around him who work for his TV station would likely lose their jobs, and this is why they 
so treacherously encourage him to ignore the mistakes. 


With a ten year legacy of Jahmiyyah teachings all over the world, Yusuf Estes sadly 
continues to betray the Muslims by remaining silent about major issues that he has 
misguided them in for so long. 

4. The great scholar, Mujaahid ibn Jabr, made mistakes. 


This was a shameful response of Abu Usamah ath-Thahabi, another fellow Huda TV 
co-star, when he attempted to divert the people’s attention away from the reality of the 
teachings of Yusuf Estes. He mentioned the example of an assumed error of Mujaahid 
ibn Jabr, the great student on Ibn ‘Abbaas and imam of Tafseer , 123 


No matter what scholarly mistake he could mention, there is no comparison to be drawn 
in such cases between a grounded scholar and a common layman propped up to 
replace the scholars. Scholars’ errors are dealt with according to an academic 
approach, and the ignorant ramblings of confused common folk are dealt with differently. 
It is simple - One group deserves to speak on behalf of the Religion, and the other does 
not. Supporting the latter in their da’wah efforts and defending them is betrayal to the 
message of Islam, especially when decorated as “balance” in the Religion! 


5. He’ll surely repent. He retracts easily, we have confidence in him. 


With over six weeks since the clarifications have reached Yusuf Estes, we have yet to 
see any retraction of any single error of the many outlined in the articles written. If you 
know otherwise, please submit his retractions at www.YusufEstesQuran.com . 


123 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v31 Lori sVm8 
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6. Had the mistakes been brought to his attention the right way, he would have 
easily retracted. 


This claim is unprovable conjecture. What is required from Yusuf Estes is to openly 
retract his teachings of disbelief, whether he or his supporters agree with the manners in 
which the clarifications have been issued. The matter is clear, the issues are truth and 
falsehood, and there is no place for, “What would have happened if...?” 

7. Yusuf Estes has got something to offer. (His good outweighs his bad.) 


These sentiments were expressed recently by a shameful team of Huda TV co-stars at 
the Green Lane Masjid in the UK. 


Assim al-Hakeem believes that Yusuf Estes has something to offer, some basis that 
qualifies him to travel about teaching Islam, while he advises people openly to abandon 
a scholar of Ahlus-Sunnah praised by the greatest of today’s scholars, namely Shaykh 
Rabee’ ibn Haadee al-Madkhalee. So avoid a recognized scholar, but flock to an 
ignorant TV star?! 


Furthermore, Abu Usamah ath-Thahabi expressly stated that Yusuf Estes “has 
something to offer.” While many upright callers to Islam are not safe from Abu Usamah’s 
reckless tongue, he chooses to defend the likes of Yusuf Estes, saying “To warn the 
people of him (Yusuf Estes) in that way is not acceptable. ” 


The critic, who has exposed a series of major violations of basic Islamic creed to the 
English speaking world by Allah’s Permission, is regarded by Abu Usamah ath-Thahabi 
(may Allah guide him) as someone who teaches the people “to hate the Muslims and 
those who are giving efforts. 


»124 


Yusuf Estes, on the other hand, who 
teaches people to ascribe to the Shiite 
Religion, but not to the Sunnah or 
Salafiyyah, who promotes the illegal 
occupation of Afghanistan by America 
as some kind of Quranic Jihad, who 
makes disgusting parables about the 
Speech of Allah, who falls into 
statements of clear apostasy year after 
year, who has never been known for 
any studies in Islam or any 
qualifications, he’s got something to 
offer (!) according to Abu Usamah ath- 
Thahabi! 
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Abu Usamah was born in New Jersey in 1964. He 
embraced Islam in 1986 and went onto studying in the 
Islamic University of Madina for eight years where he 
graduated from the College of Da'wah and Usool-ad-Din. 

Abu Usamah has been very active in da'wah since the 
day he embraced Islam. He has been the Imam of 
various mosques in the United States and in the United 
Kingdom. 

His zeal and eagerness in conveying the true message of 
Islam has lead him to many parts of the world, delivering 
lectures and seminars, as well as translating for many 
scholars and du'aat from the Arab world. 


http://www. youtube, com/watch ?v=v31 Lori sVm8 
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This is merely the necessary result of judging affairs upon a disgusting scale of 
hizbiyyah (partisanship). 


8. He was tired, going without sleep for 36 hours. 


This was one of the many ridiculous smokescreen attempts by the Huda TV star, Assim 
al-Hakeem. Sadly, he seems to understand that there was “one mistake” made, and it 
was because Yusuf Estes was sleepy. This shows clearly that he has not taken the 
issues seriously, nor has he read the clarification. Thus, he is speaking about the 
mistakes of Yusuf Estes without knowledge. Muslims who know their Religion 
understand the importance of not taking from people who habitually speak without 
knowledge. 

9. The clarifications are part of a conspiracy to take down his dawah. 

This is one of the excuses offered by Yusuf Estes himself to his close advisors privately. 
He claims that there is a Saudi man who is upset with him, and this man has hired the 
services of an American student of knowledge to attack him and his da’wah. 


This is just one more issue that convinces me personally that Yusuf Estes is a 
fraudulent liar. I, Moosaa Richardson alone, am the author of this clarification (by 
Allah’s Permission), and I have consulted scholars and fellow students of knowledge 
regarding his statements of apostasy and blasphemy. I initially became interested in the 
statements of Yusuf Estes after seeing him hold up the mushaf on a Huda TV program 
and say, “This is not the Quran." I saw that he was spreading the beliefs of the 
Jahmiyyah Cult freely on that TV station and became concerned for the English- 
speaking Muslims. After studying his teachings in detail, a number of horrible violations 
of Islamic teachings became evident, and I sought to advise the Muslims against his 
teachings of apostasy. 

The conspiracy theories are unfounded lies. I hope that these words could be conveyed 
to any remaining supporters of Yusuf Estes who have been affected by this deceit. 


10. He was tricked (or pressured) into answering questions in emails. 


This is another lie from Yusuf Estes himself. His answers to questions by email were 
100% voluntary. Aside from the few emails we received, the bulk of the clarifications 
were built upon his open teachings, mostly YouTube videos, not private 
correspondences. Emails were only used to prove that he currently holds the same 
beliefs in the videos and continues to teach them. 
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11. He can’t speak openly about his mistakes because it will affect his cooperation 
with important groups. 


This is yet another claim made by Yusuf Estes himself to his private group of supporters. 
A simple check of one’s sincerity of purpose in da’wah is all that is needed to dispel this 
falsehood. Whatever cooperation you have with others that prevents you from speaking 
the truth is diametrically opposed to the teachings of Islam. 


In essence, Yusuf Estes seems to believe that the great goal of da’wah for which many 
things are sacrificed (even ‘Aqeedah!) is cooperation. The reality is that cooperation is 
only one of the ways that are used to accomplish the true overall goal of da’wah, which 
is actually conveying the truth and making it clear to the people. 


Group 

Means of Da'wah 

WAVAVAWV 

Ultimate Goal of Da’wah 


Cooperation 

Conveying Correct Beliefs 

Al lkhwan Sect 

Conveying Correct Beliefs 

Cooperation 


Consider how Yusuf Estes allows the truth to be compromised for the sake of continuing 
his cooperation with certain organizations! 

12. The critic has nothing better to do with his time. 


This is the most honest thing Yusuf Estes has said about the clarification and its author. 
I truly have nothing better to do with my time than to fulfill this obligation of clarifying the 
truth in matter of Islamic beliefs. I honestly cannot think of a better way to spend my 
time, energy, and money! I have put very important research on hold to deal with these 
errors, and taken the time of my elder scholars and fellow students of knowledge many 
times, as I believe that it deserves the most attention it can receive, since it affects 
millions of my Muslim brothers and sisters, from my country, who speak my language. 
So, he’s got a point with this one. Sadly though, it was an attempt to blame me 
somehow. 


13. These clarifications are actually spreading the mistakes further to people who 
have never heard of them before. 


This may be true. While it is not intended, it may happen. So long as the mistakes are 
paired with their corrections, it is not a dangerous issue. It would be impossible to think 
that we could get this clarification to millions of people who have been affected by the 
teachings of Yusuf Estes, while screening it from all of those who do not know about the 
issues. Besides, the thousands of YouTube videos and numerous TV programs 
featuring these horrific errors still reach many people every day, so it would be great if 
we could reach them first to help them shun the mistakes when they encounter them. 
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In summary, this is not a harm that should prevent us from spreading this clarification. 


14. Translating the clarifications into other languages is going overboard. 


Our teams of volunteers are required to show a need in their language for the 
clarifications before we begin working with them. They summarize how many of the 
mistakes have reached their language, and assess the level of impact those mistakes 
have made, and then we begin our work based on this. Our goal is to help those who 
need help. The mistakes are serious. Many of them can take people outside of Islam. 
Warning against real pending danger (in different languages) could never be considered 
going overboard in Islam. 


15. The clarifications contain lies against Yusuf Estes. 


The burden of proof is upon the claimant. The integrity of the claims made in our 
refutations stand for all readers to judge. Our quotes are linked to videos and other 
sources. In our discussion of his open errors, everything we have said remains 100% 
transparent and verifiable. 


When it comes to lies, you have already seen the clear lie of Assim al-Hakeem (may 
Allah guide him), fellow Huda TV co-star, about the clarification. (Review: Claim #2) 


And perhaps you have seen this blatant lie by Yusuf Estes himself on his website, 
IslamNewsRoom, where he pretends to have always held the correct belief that the 
Quran is actually a book! After reading so many clear statements of Yusuf Estes in this 
document: 


□ What you hold in your hand is not the 
Quran. 

□ The Quran is not a book. 

□ The mushaf only represents the Quran. 

□ Referring to the mushaf as “the 
documentation in writing about the 
Quran” 

□ The Quran is not a piece of paper. 

□ The Quran is not something written 
down. 


This Video Proves It. . 



Quran iS A BOOK 


Islamic Articles & Translations of the Scholars’ Works - www.bakkah.net/en p.70 












Statements of Disbelief & Opposition to Unanimously Accepted Muslim Beliefs 
Propagated by Yusuf Estes on Huda TV and Elsewhere 


After reading all this as quoted precisely in the first part of this document, we ask you: Is 

Yusuf Estes telling the truth or lying when he says, “What we thought all along - 
Quran is a book”? 

16. Yusuf Estes never said the Quran is only in the Lowh Mahfooth. 


Yusuf Estes said, as quoted earlier in this document clearly: 


...This (referring to the Quran) is something more than pieces of paper and 
ink. As we mentioned in the previous program, a person could change this, 
right here by just putting ink in there and changing it around, or rip a page out 
- I hope they don’t do that, that’s not nice. But it really doesn’t change the 
Quran. It changes this book. It changes this mus-haf, yes, but you can’t 
change the Quran, why? Because, first of all, Allah tells us that the Quran is 
actually with Him, “fee lowhin mahfooth” (in the Preserved Tablet), which 
means: it’s with Allah in Paradise, and nobody can touch it, none can touch 
this except the Angels of Allah, nobody can even approach it ... 125 


He also said: 


In the same way, we, as Muslims, are honoring this Quran, because we 
consider it to represent something very valuable in another place, which is 
what? Which is the recitation that’s behind this, the recitation of Allah... 26 


We agree that this simply does not make sense when you compare it to his other 
statements, since he affirms sometimes that the recitation of the people is “real Quran”, 
however, this is the nature of bid’ah and falsehood, it is self-contradictory. 


He has said in every bit of clear English that the Quran is actually with Allah in Paradise 
in the Preserved Tablet, and this is why you can not change the Quran, because you 
have no access to it, none other than the Angels can touch it. These words clearly 
restrict the understanding of the Quran to what is in the Preserved Tablet, even if it 
contradicts his other teachings. 


17. Yusuf Estes did not say that the mushaf does not have the Speech of Allah, so 
the consensus of the scholars has not been opposed. 

This ridiculous claim is from the many people who have chosen to speak publicly about 
the issue, obviously without reading the clarification. Such people should simply fear 
Allah, stop speaking, and educate themselves. 


125 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2, at precisely 1:45, produced by Huda TV, from the series called “Beauties of 
Islam.” On YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBD3fBk14xU&t=1 m45s (uploaded on May 26, 2011). 

126 “Beauties of the Quran,” part 2, produced by Huda TV, from the series called, “Beauties of Islam.” On 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBD3fBk14xU&t=8m05s at 8:05 (uploaded on May 26, 2011). 
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18. The clarification resembles tabloid journalism. 


This claim appears on one of the most despicable tabloid cesspools on the internet! 


“She accused me of her own illness, and then slipped away!” 


Allah has exposed them for all to see! Yusuf Estes and those defending him are simply 
drowning in hypocritical double standards and shameless self-contradiction. 


19. Shaykh Ubayd was given false information, so his answer does not apply. 


The answer obtained from Shaykh ‘Ubayd al-Jaabiree (may Allah preserve him) was 
clearly quoted with the entire question intact, with links to the original Arabic recording of 
both the question and the answer. No other information was provided at the time of the 
answer. You are free to review the wording of the question and compare it with the 
teachings of Yusuf Estes yourself and decide whether or not Shaykh ‘Ubayd was given 
false information! 


20. Shaykh ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr’s words do not apply to Yusuf Estes. 


The important words quoted from Dr. ‘Abdur-Razzaaq al-Badr (may Allah preserve him) 
were used to show the importance of the correct understanding in the issue, and how 
bad the consequences are for a misunderstanding in the issue. The passage is very 
relevant to the mistakes of Yusuf Estes and in knowing just how far his heretical 
teachings could take his victims. 

And Allah knows best. 
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